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RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT RATE NOT KEEPING
PACE WITH COST OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES
By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-You may not
know or even care much
about Colorado’s Gallagher
Amendment. Still, if you live
here, it impacts your life and
may limit essential services
that you have come to expect. Embedded in Colorado’s constitution, the Gallagher Amendment (passed
by voters in 1982), effectively
limits any tax revenue gain
from Colorado’s strong residential property sector,
Vital organizations impacted by Gallagher restrictions include Montrose Fire
though residential property Protection District, above.
values have long outpaced
growth in the nonresidential sec- residential property increased
rate for residential property while
tor. According to Colorado.gov,
much faster than values of nonfixing the assessment rate for
“Until 1982, the assessment rate residential property, shifting a
most other classes at 29 percent.”
for both residential and nongreater percentage of the tax bur- According to the 2016 Annual
residential property was 30 perden to residential property own- Report to the Governor and Gencent. However, beginning in the
ers…The (Gallagher) amendment eral AssemContinued pg 5
early 1970’s, the market values of established a floating assessment bly by the
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Leaving packages unattended can lead to theft or
damage, officials say. Manage mail, including packages,
with the informed delivery service @ USPS.com.
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MONTROSE-The Holiday season is a time of happiness and joy—along with, sadly, a proliferation of
seasonal scams. Keep the focus festive by keeping
an eye out for fraud. The Colorado Attorney General’s office offers a Holiday Guide for Consumers
that contains a wealth of useful information on
timely topics such as charity fraud, safe shopping,
cyber shopping, and QR Codes.
COMMON SENSE SAFETY TIPS FROM THE MPD
Here in Montrose, Commander Blaine Hall of the
Montrose Police Department has shared some general tips that can help you and your belongings
remain safe here--over the Holidays and every day:
Lock your car. Car thieves
Continued pg 3
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RANDALL WHITE BRINGS HIS MESSAGE OF SKI
SAFETY TO OLATHE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
dents earlier
this year.
On Thursday White presented two Peak
students working with drones, Sami Hodges and Nathan Mathieus, with two lift tickets to Telluride in appreciation of their
help with his cause.During his course
White presented information on how to
understand hazards existing while skiing at
area ski resorts. His theme is that skiers
should Be Ready, Be Alert and Plan Ahead.
Some of the factors leading to ski accidents, he said, are:
·
Skiing while intoxicated;
·
Reckless skiers;
·
Crowded conditions;
·
Riding lifts with packs still on your
back and not on your lap, which can lead
Randall White presents Nathan Mathieus and Sami Hodges of Peak Academy with Telluride
to entanglement, serious injury or death.
ski passes for their help in getting his safe sking word out. (Photo by Carole Ann McKelvey).
White said he had been involved in
teaching at Telluride during the last nine
By Carole Ann McKelvey
and Montrose High School.
years, with students ranging inage from six
Mirror Features Writer
White's work comes out of the tragic loss to 66 years old. “You have to understand,”
Olathe – Former Telluride ski instructor
of a five-and-a-half-year-old girl named
he said, “the hazards you face while skiand safe skiing advocate Randall White of Elise in a ski collision that
ing.”Those, he noted in his presentation,
Montrose broughthis message of how to
occurred on Christmas Eve, 2010 at a Wy- can be natural ones – such as trees – and
safely ski local slopes to Olathe Middle
oming ski resort.
other skiers. Seven elements skiers must
Schools student Dec. 14 in a multi-media
The child and her mother, Kelli, were
remember, White said, are skiing in conpresentation. White, a PSIA-certified ski
struck by a snowboarder travelling at extrol; people ahead have the right of way;
instructor, retired from ski instruction
cessive speed. The snowboarder and the
stop in a safe place for you and others;
after concerns about unsafe skiing practic- child were killed instantly, and Kelli faced when starting downhill look uphill and
es came to his attention along with conmonths of rehabilitation.
yield;
cerns on possible collusion by ski resorts;
The child's parents have launched
use devices to prevent runaway equipnow he brings his message of how to safe- #RideAnotherDay as a tribute to their little ment; observe signs and warnings and
ly ski to area students.
girl and hoping to prevent
keep off closed trails; learn how to safely
On Thursday he appeared to a small
similar accidents in the future. They are
use lifts.
crowd of students in the library at the
using funds received in a wrongful death
Those wishing to know more about the
middle school. It is one of several safe
settlement.
#RideAnotherDay campaign can go to the
skiing classes White has volunteered to
In the summer of this year White decided website of the National Ski Areas Associalocal schools. White has begun collabohe would launch workshops on School
tion website at nsaa.org/collisions.
rating with students and teachers at Peak Educational Ski
The #RideAnotherDay campaign is being
Academy in Montrose and will soon bring Safety. This effort follows a workshop with promoted by the National Ski Areas Assohis message to Columbine Middle school
ski area officials and Peak Academy stuciation and National Ski Patrol.
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KEEP THE SEASON FESTIVE WITH HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
From pg 1
are opportunistic, and not only will they
steal valuables from your vehicle but also
steal your vehicle if they have the opportunity. Therefore, remove firearms, electronics, money, purses, or other high value items from the vehicle along with the
car keys.
Make arrangements to have packages
delivered to a trusted neighbor. Thieves
will drive through neighborhoods looking
for packages left on doorsteps. If you
don't have a trusted neighbor, request the
package be left at the shipping facility and
pick it up there.
Get a designated driver. The holidays
are rampant with after- hours gettogethers and holiday parties. Don't
gauge how much you think you can drink
and get behind the wheel. If you've had
anything to drink call a friend to pick you
up or plan for a designated driver.
Report anything suspicious to law enforcement no matter how small. People
often don't want to bother law enforcement with their suspicions. The Montrose
Police Department wants you to call if you
see or hear of any suspicious activity no
matter how small. The Montrose Police
Department can be reached at 970-2499110 or if it’s an emergency call 911.
KEEP MAIL AND PACKAGES SAFE
Another place where thieves can strike is
at the mailbox; anecdotes abound of valuables stolen from porches, doorsteps and

even mailboxes during the Holiday shopping season. Now, the United States Postal Service is helping to stamp out postal
losses with a free mail management program called Informed Delivery.
Informed Delivery “puts you in the driver’s seat,” Colorado Postal Spokesperson
Dave Rupert said. Mail management services include package delivery notifications and images of your mail before it
arrives. “Santa wants to keep a secret
from you, but we’re going to rat him out—
you can sign up to get a text or email every day showing what’s outside in your mail
box.
“There are not enough police in the
world to protect every mailbox,” Rupert
said, “but with Informed Delivery you are
in control.” More tips from the United
States Postal Service on how you can protect your mail year-round:
Don’t leave delivered mail and packages
unattended. Just as wallets and purses
shouldn’t be left on the front seat of an
unlocked car overnight, mail and packages
shouldn’t be left uncollected in mailboxes
or on front porches for any length of time.
Consider an alternate shipping address.
Customers can arrange to have packages
delivered to neighbors who are home during the day or get packages delivered at
work, if permitted.
Change the package’s address — while
it’s in transit! Customers who know they

won’t be home when their package is delivered can try USPS Package Intercept.
Prior to delivery, most domestic package
shipments can be redirected back to the
sender, to a new address or to the Post
Office to be held for pickup.
Customize the delivery. If the package
doesn’t fit in the mailbox and the customer won’t be home to receive it, the customer can provide delivery instructions
online and authorize the carrier to leave it
in a specified location. Visit usps.com, enter the tracking number and select Delivery Instructions. Customers can also request their packages be left with a neighbor or held at a Post Office for pickup.
Plan ahead. Ship using Hold for Pickup.
When shipping packages, customers can
choose the Hold for Pickup option and the
recipients can collect the packages at their
local Post Office. For customers receiving
packages, they can redirect incoming
packages to their local Post Office by selecting Hold for Pickup using USPS Package
Intercept.
Going out of town? Hold mail at the local Post Office. Instead of risking leaving a
package unattended for an extended period of time, customers planning on being
away from home for a few days are encouraged to take advantage of the Request Hold Mail service. Letters and packages will be held securely at the local Post
Office until the customers return.
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BOCC ADOPTS BUDGET, ESTABLISHES MILL LEVIES FOR 2018
By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-A special meeting of the
Montrose Board of County Commissioners
(BOCC) took less than 20 minutes on Monday, Dec. 11. Following approval of the
Consent Agenda (only one item was listed,
a Community Partnership Agreement with
Shavano Conservation District authorizing
$1,000 in funding to be used towards
maintenance of a dam managed by the
District), commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 52-2017, adopting the

County’s final supplemental budget appropriation for 2017.
The BOCC then held a public hearing to
consider the adoption of the proposed
budget for 2018, at which time no comments or discussion took place. County
Finance Director Cindy Dunlap read the
final 2018 budget (all funds totaling
75,758,730 with $2,000,000 in reserves)
into the record by fund, and Commissioners approved Resolution 53-2017, concerning adoption of the proposed budget.

Commissioners unanimously approved
Resolution 54-2017, establishing mill levies and levying general property taxes for
the budget year 2018. The total net mill
levy including abatement mill levy was
23.579, with a total property tax assessment of $12,535,514, Dunlap said.
Following adoption of the resolution,
“Thank you guys for a job well done on
this budget,” Commissioner Roger Rash
said. The BOCC moved into executive session to discuss ongoing litigation.

THE VOICE OF THE VALLEY: NOW,
HE WILL BE HEARD BY ANGELS
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-On Dec. 16, a Montrose leader, Jim Kerschner, passed away. A
statement released over the weekend by Kerri Catlin and the Montrose
County Republican Women spoke of Jim Kerschner’s importance to the local
community:
“It is with a sad heart that we report the passing of a dear friend and community member, Jim Kerschner. Jim was with family when he passed to our Lord
Saturday morning Dec. 16, 2017. We are grateful to have called Jim a friend
and the MCRW honored him with our Civic Award as one of the most impactful volunteer citizens in our community.
Roena Franks gave a wonderful tribute to Jim as she read his biography of
accomplishments and spoke about his giving heart, positive endeavors, and
tireless work to make our community a loving home for all. Jim Kerschner,
Voice of the Valley, may your memory be cherished, honored, and continue
to be an example for all - a Light in the darkness.”
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RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT RATE NOT KEEPING PACE WITH COSTS
From pg 1
Colorado Department of Local Affairs
(DOLA), “The percentage of actual value
attributable to residential property has
increased dramatically since Gallagher’s
inception, from 53.2 percent in 1983 to
nearly 77.6 percent in 2016. At the same
time, the adjustment of the residential
assessment rate caused the percentage of
total assessed value consisting of residential property to remain essentially stable.”
Here in Montrose, a Gallagher-induced
Residential Assessment Rate (RAR) of just
7.20 percent for 2017-18 (down from 7.96
percent in 2015-16) means even less money for organizations like the Montrose Fire
Protection District (MFPD), an all-hazards
unit that provides not only fire protection
services but emergency medical services,
technical rescue, and hazardous materials

response to a territory of more than 1,100
square miles. “Where we stand today, we
are ok,” Montrose Fire Chief Tad Rowan
said. “Right now, we definitely don’t have
all of the resources we would like to have,
but we have enough to meet our needs
and to continue to provide the current
level of service based on the current call
volume.”
Still, though MFPD is able to absorb costs
in 2018, “In 2019, we will have to wait and
see,” Rowan said. “We’ll need to determine if our revenues are enough to keep
up with growth and with the number of
calls.”
Though final call statistics for 2017 are
not yet available, the MFPD saw a 9.5 percent increase in November’s call volume
as compared to November of 2016, he

said. MFPD’s Annual Report for 2016 indicates that they responded to 3,698 requests for service in 2016, the majority of
which (2,763) were for Emergency Medical Services (EMS).
A survey conducted by the Colorado Fire
Chiefs organization asked departments in
Grand, Elbert, Larimer, Weld, Jefferson, El
Paso, Fremont and Montrose counties
about the direct impacts of the 7.20 percent RAR imposed by Gallagher on the
their operations. A typical response stated, “We will not receive funding proportionate to our growth.” Also expressed in
response to the survey was the impact to
Colorado’s businesses, who pay a property
tax assessment set at 29 percent; “At
what point is it going to break the system
and businesses demand relief?”
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS
USFS RELEASES DECISION
ON FEDERAL COAL
LEASE MODIFICATIONS
Special to the Mirror
DELTA-On Dec. 11, Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forest
Supervisor Scott Armentrout signed the
Record of Decision (ROD) for Federal Coal
Lease Modifications COC-1362 & COC67232. The ROD outlines Armentrout’s
decision to consent to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) modifying two federal coal leases with terms and conditions
to protect forest resources. Ark Land, LLC
and Mountain Coal Company, LLC requested the modifications to expand their
existing coal leases by a total 1,720 acres
located near Somerset, Colorado.
Armentrout made the decision after
carefully considering the contents of the
SFEIS, public comments, agency response
to comments, public concerns, objections, and the Reviewing Officer’s response to objections. Coal mining is a
multi-staged process involving multiple
federal and state agencies. The next step
in the process is for the BLM to decide
whether or not to modify the leases
based on Armentrout’s decision. BLM is
also considering whether or not to permit
on-lease exploration once the leases are
issued as described in the SFEIS which
would result in surface-disturbing activities. Armentrout’s decision to modifying
the leases does not authorize mining or
surface disturbing activities. These activities, including actual modification of the
leases, mining operations, and on-lease
exploration, are handled in separate and
sequential approval and permitting processes by appropriate state and federal
agencies. The Federal Coal Lease Modifications COC-1362 & COC-67232 Supplemental Final Environmental Impact Statement (SFEIS) and draft were released on
Thursday, September 7, 2017. The 45-day
objection period began on Friday, Sept. 8
and closed at midnight on Monday, Oct.
23, 2017, followed by an objection review
period and a resolution meeting.
The signed ROD and SFEIS are available
online at the project website: https://
www.fs.usda.gov/project/?
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CITY’S SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET ORDINANCE
ADDS $1.25 MILLION FOR MURA INFRASTRUCTURE
Mirror Staff Report
MONTROSE- WORK SESSION: The Dec.
18 work session of the Montrose City
Council sets forth a packed agenda. Discussion items include the Riverbottom
Park Master Plan; the City’s 2018 Plan of
Annexation; bid recommendations for
building and planning software; recommendations for a Brownfields Grant Consultant; and a resolution concerning a
Great Outdoors Colorado (GoCo) grant
for the Columbine Middle School playground.
Also to be discussed at the work session
are a National Fitness Campaign Fitness
Court grant; an Amended Supplemental
Budget Ordinance; and the designation
of official polling places. The Supplemental Budget Ordinance includes an
appropriation of $1, 250,000 for the
Montrose Urban Renewal Authority
(MURA), with the following explanation:
“Costs associated with the public infrastructure for the Colorado Outdoors project. Budget needs to be increased by
$250,000 from first reading to second
reading due to an order for water/sewer
pipe that will be delivered in 2017 rather
than 2018.”

Future City Council
discussion items
include the Recalde
Addition Annexation
Hearing and a new
3.2 beer license application for the
Montrose Target
store on Jan. 2,
2018. On Jan. 15 will
be a COPMOBA trail
project presentation, and on Jan. 16
will be a community
partnerships award
presentation. Also
on Jan. 16 will be a At Monday’s work session, City Council will discuss the master
liquor license trans- plan for Riverbottom Park, above.
fer application for
Chang Thai Cuisine. On Feb. 5, City Coun- above those anticipated at the time of
cil will discuss “attainable housing.” CITY the adoption of the original budget for
COUNCIL MEETING: At the Dec. 19
the fiscal year beginning Jan. 1, 2017).
Montrose City Council meeting, Council Council will also consider an Intergovernwill consider approving Ordinance 2440, mental Agreement (IGA) between Montamending Ordinance No. 2395 which
rose County and the City of Montrose for
appropriated funds for defraying the
the Mail Ballot Municipal Election on
expenses and liabilities of the City of
April 3, 2018.
Montrose during the fiscal year beginFollowing staff reports, Council will adning Jan. 1, 2017 (expenditures over and journ.
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A FRESH POINT OF VIEW...FROM THE HALLWAYS OF MHS!
By Jack Switzer
MONTROSEIt’s been a
crazy December, and it
could be an
even crazier
Christmas. Net
Jack Switzer, MHS
Neutrality
freshman.
Laws are under attack, I spilled my coffee, a family
member passed away.
So why not write an article about it?
Earlier this week, my grandmother
passed away. And it hasn’t been easy.
Every time you’re not distracted with
something like video games or work, you
start to think about them. And how you
took their existence for granted, and didn’t always talk to them, or think about
them like you do now. And it’s really hard
getting out of a slump like that.

The death of a loved one is something we
all face in life, young or old or in between.
And it is never an easy thing to live with.
But you have to remember, they don’t
want you to feel sad, or mad or anything
of the sort. They want you to move on and
do great things. Even if they aren’t by
your side anymore. And that may be hard
to think about sometimes, but you have to
push through sometimes.
And then there’s Net Neutrality, and if
you don’t already know, Net Neutrality is
law that keeps internet service providers
and big companies from charging you extra for a service, or slowing down a certain
website or app to keep competition out of
the way. And it’s pretty clear the FCC, who
is trying to repeal those laws, (or the
Grinch, as I like to call them) Is doing it all
for profit reasons. I’m pretty sure they’re
going to end up on Santa’s naughty list.
However, if the people in congress are

decent enough to slap the FCC on the
wrist, we should be able to keep net neutrality for a while. And I am a-okay with
that. I don’t want to pay any more than I
have to for all 31 seasons of “The Joy of
Painting” with Bob Ross.
Another crazy event was the man who
decided to go around the MHS campus
with a knife, slashing tires and almost
slashing a life. It was a ten-minute lockdown, and most kids got on their social
media and started asking questions.
Soon after, it was discovered that a man
with a knife was going around the campus,
acting crazy. He has been arrested, for
now.
Still, it’s the Holiday season, a time of
peace and hope.
It has been a surprising week and a surprising year. Maybe I’ll get something
even more surprising as a Christmas present. Net Neutrality, anyone?
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
ZERO TOLERANCE FOR CRIMINALS INCLUDES SEXUAL PREDATORS
Editor:
Just what does that Zero Tolerance mean
to us poor dumb citizens who are expected to swallow this line about Sexual
Harassment being a Human Relations issue. Perhaps it is an HR issue when it
comes to teaching and training the population not to engage in these activities, but
it is not a human relations issue when the
act, whether verbal, written or physical
has been acted out. Readers! All of these
activities that so many seem to be guilty
of are crimes. Crimes are against the
law. It is not just “boys will be boys, it is
criminal.”
Why are we being led to believe that our
county commissioners, our city council or
our superintendent of schools are either
qualified or authorized to evaluate or adjudicate Crimes? They are not. Read the
Colorado Revised Statutes.
Unfortunately most of these accusations
are of the ‘he said, she said’ type. Perhaps
initially such should be kept confidential. But confidentiality is not the purview
of our elected or appointed public servants. Such evaluation is the realm of the
District Attorney to evaluate and to adjudicate. Then the record will not be public
and will be hidden forever in the human
relations tombs, never to see the light of
day. They should be a matter of criminal
prosecution by the District Attorney and
of the public record for several reasons:

1. They should be punished for crimes
and public prosecution for both penal
retribution and personal embarrassment.
2. It puts the guilty party on notice that
we know of their tendencies and have no
tolerance for their repeated offence.
3. It will remove the perpetrator from
opportunities to repeat the offence. i. e. if
they are a teacher they lose their job; if a
minister, the same.
4. Taking the law into one’s own hands
is not acceptable. But consider the natural reaction of a husband whose wife was
groped who exacts retribution. Personally
I would think that knocking his block off
might just be a just reward. But then I
would be the defendant.
5. It will keep our elected public servants, employees and appointees from
hiding behind the curtain of Human Relations laws. Seems like there is inordinate
interest by our public officials to keep this
legal subterfuge available. Just who might
they be trying to protect?
Hiding these miserable bullying reprobates (criminals) from public scrutiny,
from their victims, from the law and their
relatives is not in the best interest of the
people. It only protects the perpetrators
(perps). It just allows the perpetrator the
freedom to re-offend.
The perp will offend and re- offend protected by the Human Relations
screen. This will be a ‘feel good’ answer

to the problem by the government officials, not a solution. The perpetrator will
continue to grab women’s butts, their
boobs or whatever and will practice sexual
predation as the opportunity presents
itself.
With Zero Tolerance, the expression
“what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas”
garners a whole new meaning here in
Montrose.
We, the public, have a right to know of
the kind of people we have in elected
office, of the kind we have hired into public service, of the leadership and discipline
of our municipal work force and certainly
of who is in the classroom or locker room
with our children before, during and after
school. Many of these acts scar the victims for life. Perhaps it has to happen
once for us to find out just who we are
dealing with but the second time it is inexcusable and our fault. If Joe Civilian grabs
a butt or two he goes to jail. Why not the
government employee?
Remember the saying: ‘Grope me once,
shame on you: Grope me twice, shame
on me.’ With a little different language
this expression applies.
Zero Tolerance through Human Relations is balderdash. Zero Tolerance in the
courthouse might just have some credibility. Sexual Predators are Criminals and
should be treated accordingly.
William H. Bennett, Montrose
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY
5 MORE REWARDS PAID OUT: FIGHT BACK WITH CRIMESTOPPERS!
Editor:
Montrose Regional Crime Stoppers, Inc. just made monetary rewards to five more folks who did the right thing and are getting paid
for it. For reporting criminals who have committed crimes ranging from burglary, theft or other violations of the law, resulting in
their arrest, these anonymous Tipsters are receiving money for Christmas. These Tipsters sent in Tips on the mobile app, P3 Tips,
utilized P3Tips.com or called 970-249-8500. Regardless of their motivation, these Tipsters have made our communities safer and
more secure for the holidays.
Like it or not, a number of crimes are on the increase in the communities of the Seventh Judicial District. Law enforcement is generally under-funded, under-staffed and in need of assistance. That is what Crime Stoppers is all about. It successfully operates as a
Team, consisting of volunteers, the dedicated staff of the Montrose County Sheriff’s Dispatch Center and coordinators in both the
Montrose County Sheriff’s Office and the Montrose Police Department.
Montrose Regional Crime Stoppers, Inc. is a Colorado non-profit corporation with an IRC 501 (c) (3) tax designation. While it receives some funding from Montrose County and the Montrose Police Department, it is dependent on donations from the public
and area businesses to fully fund its operations. Having awarded over $7,000 in rewards, Crime Stoppers needs additional donations to continue its critical service to the six counties it serves. Tax deductible donations may be sent to Crime Stoppers at 434 S.
1st St., Montrose 81401. While it supports and assists all law enforcement programs, Montrose Regional Crime Stoppers, Inc. is
totally independent of any law enforcement agency.
Help make your communities and neighbors safer and more secure by reporting a crime or criminal or making a tax-deductible
donation to Montrose Regional Crime Stoppers, Inc.
Have a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season.
John W. Nelson, Montrose Regional Crimestoppers
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UPDATE: SUNSET MESA/ADAMSON FAMILY
TRUST LAND SWAP COMPLETED IN OCTOBER
By Gail Marvel
As previously reported, a reader’s tip led
the Montrose Mirror to inquire about a
potential conflict of interest with City
Councilman Rex Swanson and the land
swap between the city and the Adamson
Family Trust.
Background:
An agenda item for the April 3, 2017 city
council work session was “Disposal of City
Property Ordinance” presented by Director of Innovation and Citizen Engagement
Virgil Turner.
The proposed ordinance allowed 17.6
acres of city owned property on Sunset
Mesa to be swapped for a 16-acre parcel
of property near Anderson Road owned by
the Adamson Family Trust. The city described the Adamson property, “…as a
parcel of land along the Uncompahgre
River, which is important to further recreational opportunities within the City of
Montrose, as well as important for
planned public improvements.”
On April 18, 2017 Ordinance 2417 (first
reading) appeared on the city council
agenda and was presented by Senior Planner Garry Baker. Baker referred the coun-

cil to the work session discussion which
took place on April 3rd. However, during
this public meeting there was no specific
mention of the Adamson Family Trust
property, but a simple reference to “land
we are considering trading this for.” Swanson commented on the long-time negotiations for this property and Baker said, “I
wanted to focus the discussion on your
actions tonight…specifically on just making
it available for transfer.” Swanson made
the motion and council voted unanimously to approve the ordinance.
On May 2, 2017 Ordinance 2417 (second
reading) was on the city council agenda
and the item was presented by Director of
Innovation and Citizen Engagement Virgil
Turner and Senior Planner Garry Baker.
Turner explained the city was interested in
swapping the Sunset Mesa property for
the Adamson Family Trust property. Swanson made the motion and council voted
unanimously to approve the ordinance.
Two months later, on July 11, 2017,
Swanson resigned from city council citing
“…long term medical issues that need my
full attention.”
Update:

To our knowledge no subsequent
meetings (work sessions, regular meetings
or executive sessions) on the land swap
have taken place since May 2, 2017. However, it was recently learned that the
transaction to swap the city owned Sunset
Mesa property for the Adamson Family
Trust property occurred two months ago.
In an email Turner said, “The transaction
closed on October 3, 2017. Real Estate
negotiations typically are discussed in Executive Session. Both properties were appraised by Lisa Roberts, CCRA [Certified
Commercial Real Estate Appraiser] and
the appraiser’s valuation were used in this
transaction.” Robert’s Appraisals is based
out of Grand Junction.
The city-owned Sunset Mesa property
and the Adamson Family Trust property
are not of equal value and it is unknown
what additional considerations were included in the transaction. An appraisal
must accompany the disposal of public
property. In a lack of transparency, the
valuation on both properties and the details of the transaction have not been discussed publicly, nor reported after the
fact.

CITY COUNCIL COMPENSATION, BENEFITS ENCOURAGE CIVIC PARTICIPATION
By Gail Marvel
MONTROSE-Five years ago, being an
elected official on Montrose City Council
had more of a volunteer service feel. The
2013 council, which consisted of Kathy
Ellis, Bob Nicholson, Judy Ann Files, David
Romero and Carol McDermott, increased
council compensation with two large step
increases, one taking effect in 2014 and
the other in 2016.
The council at that time felt that low
compensation for councilmembers kept
younger people from running for city
council, and that an increase in compensation might entice a younger demo-

graphic to run for office. The more than
three-fold increase in compensation does
not, as of yet, appear to attract younger
candidates.
Amended Ordinance No. 2324 reads in
part, “On April 1, 2016, compensation will
automatically be increased to nine hundred United States Dollars ($900) per
month for each City Council member except the Mayor, who will receive compensation in the amount of one thousand
United States Dollars ($1,000) per
month.” In addition to the monthly salary
each councilperson now receives a $100
cell phone stipend and a fully functioning

iPad for use during their time on city
council. Councilors are also eligible for city
employee rates at the Montrose Recreation Center and can, at their own expense,
participate in the city’s insurance plan.
Three seats (District I, II and At-Large)
will be open for the next Montrose City
Council election, which will be held April
3, 2018. Candidate packets are available
on the city website, or can be obtained
from the City Clerk’s Office.
For more information, contact City Clerk
Lisa DelPiccolo at 970-240-1422, or email
your election questions to DelPiccolo at
ldelpiccolo@ci.montrose.co.us.
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CITY OWNED PROPERTY SLATED FOR DISPOSAL
By Gail Marvel
MONTROSE-The City of Montrose would like to sell a piece of property located in Olathe, CO that they no longer need. The 457.58acre agricultural parcel, which is in the vicinity of Banner Road and Carnation Road, is listed with Renfrow Realty with a list price of
$1,500,000.
When asked if a formal appraisal had been done on the public property Director of Innovation and Citizen Engagement Virgil
Turner responded in an email, “A value-finding was completed prior to listing the property which compared recent arms-length
transactions of like properties. Options for conducting an appraisal are typically included in real estate contracts if and when a contract is entered into.”
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
CONSTANCE LOUISE SWITZER (NÉE KLIMA) 1926-2017
CONSTANCE LOUISE SWITZER was born in Cedar Rapids, at St. Luke’s Hospital, on July 10, 1926. Her
parents were Charles J. Klima, Sr. and Leota Klima. She attended public schools in C.R. and graduated from Franklin H.S. In 1947, she married Donavon Bliss Switzer. Four children were born of
that marriage, Donavon B. Switzer, Jr., Scott J. Switzer, Bradley N. Switzer and Claudia L. Switzer.
“Connie” worked for Collins Radio in the 1950’s and 1960’s, then for Turner Microphone in the
1970’s and 1980’s; she was the receptionist for WMT Radio and Television for years in the 1990’s
and early 2000’s. She finished her career as the receptionist for KMRY Radio until her retirement in
2010, at the age of 84! Connie loved “Big Band” music (especially Harry James and the Elgart
Brothers), and played the cornet in her younger, hip days.
Connie was preceded in death by her husband, Donavon Bliss Switzer, Sr. She is survived by her
four children. Donavon Switzer, Jr. (Nancy McCauley), Minnetonka MN; Scott Switzer (Sue), New
Hampton, IA; Bradley Switzer, Montrose, CO; Claudia Switzer (Bill Lawrence), Nashville, TN. Five
grandchildren survive Connie. Jennifer Switzer (Wm Jones), Hopkins, MN; Zachary Switzer, Mpls,
MN; Eric Switzer, Cedar Rapids, IA; Jackson Switzer and Harry Switzer, Montrose, CO. One greatgrandchild survives Connie, Levi C. Switzer, Cedar Rapids, IA. Connie’s brother, Richard Klima, of St. Petersburg, FL, also survives
her.
Contributions in Connie’s name may be made to Camp Courageous, an organization which Connie contributed to for years. Condolences may be sent to: Scott Switzer, 609 E. Hamilton, IA 50659.
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS
SKELETONIZED
REMAINS IDENTIFIED
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE—The skeletonized remains discovered on Dec. 1, 2017, at 59741 US Highway 50 in
Olathe, Colorado have been definitively identified as those of Gary G. Goldman, 77 of Olathe,
Colorado.
Mr. Goldman was reported missing from Colorow Care Center on July 17, 2017, and has
been the subject of many hours of searching by
the Olathe Police Department, the Montrose
County Sheriff’s Office, the Montrose County
Sheriff’s Posse, the Montrose County Coroner’s
Office of Medical Investigations, Service Dogs of
Colorado, Delta County Search and Rescue,
Olathe Spray Service, Uncompahgre Valley Water Users, Olathe Fire Department, State of Colorado Fire Control helicopters, Colorow Care
Center and multiple other agencies and volunteers with many thousands of dollars of volunteer labor time and equipment utilization.
A forensic autopsy was performed by Dr. Michael Benziger, MD at the forensic science laboratory at Montrose Memorial Hospital. Based
upon the forensic autopsy results and the multiple materials recovered by investigators the
body has been definitively identified by the
Montrose County Office of Medical Investigations as that of Mr. Goldman. This identification
is based on the physical characteristics of the
autopsied body as compared to Mr. Goldman’s
medical records, dental examination as compared to antemortem photographs, personal
items located with the body including clothing
on which has his name was written, and the
circumstances of the body location near Colorow Care Center.
Although the remains have been definitively
identified as those of Mr. Goldman, the cause
and manner of death are both certified as undetermined due to the lack of physical evidence.
His family has been notified and is making
arrangements for his final internment.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

NJROTC MARKSMANSHIP TEAM WINS STATE TITLE
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-On Saturday Dec. 8, four Cadets from the NJROTC Marksmanship
Team traveled to Colorado Springs to compete against 53 Marksmanship
Teams. There were 212 marksmen present at the 2017-2018 state marksmanship
championships held at Fountain/Ft Carson
High school. The teams were from the
Army JROTC, Marine Corps JROTC and
Navy JROTC throughout the state. The
Montrose High School NJROTC placed 1st
in the two-person team category and 2nd
place in the four-person category. This is
the second time that Montrose High
School NJROTC has achieved a State
Championship Title in the two-person
team category. Also, Derrick Archuleta
Derrick Archuleta, Bethanie Boutwell, Kori Drye & Hayden Trumble. Courtesy photo.
placed 2nd overall best shooter.
The Team consisted of,
Derrick Archuleta, Team Captain and Sen- Bethanie Boutwell, Junior
team consisted of,
ior
Hayden Trumble, Sophomore
Derrick Archuleta
Kori Drye, Senior
The Two Person State Championship
Kori Drye

FAMILY DOLLAR GIVES BACK
Special to the Mirror
REGIONAL-With only a few days until Christmas, Family Dollar associates at both the Montrose (940 N. Townsend Ave.) and the
Olathe (901 N. Hwy 50) locations will ask patrons when they check-out if they want to donate a $1 to the Boys and Girls Club. 50
percent of the money raised will be donated directly to the Black Canyon Boys and Girls Club, which supports youth in both Montrose and Olathe, and 50 percent goes to Boys and Girls Club of America. Contact Bud Taylor at btaylor@bcbgc.org for additional
information.

THANKS FOR
READING THE
MONTROSE MIRROR!
REACHING 10,200+
EVERY MONDAY!
CALL 970-275-0646
FOR AD RATES AND
INFORMATION.
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SEARS KIT HOMES: CANYON CREEK B&B EXEMPLIFIES USEFUL STYLE
than that, perhaps four or five Sears and
Montgomery Ward kit or plan homes. One
of the plan homes sits at the museum.
“These homes were pretty popular at the
time,” Fike said. The home on the museum
property was built from plans ordered
from Wards in about 1912.
“There is also one in Ridgway,” he said,
“it's a cement block house.” Fike said you
could order a cement block home and a
form came with it to put your own special
pattern on the cement blocks. Those visiting the museum, just off Hwy 50 about
This is an example of the shipping labels that arrived with Sears kit homes at the turn of the
two miles west of Montrose, can go
century. (Submitted photo).
through the home and see how it was constructed. The museum also has a Sears
By Carole Ann McKelvey
Ward. Sales of the new homes were popu- Modern Home catalog from the era paMirror Feature Writer
lar for about 33 years from 1908 until
trons can thumb through. The catalog
MONTROSE-At the turn of the century no 1940, but are no longer available.
gave potential homeowners the ability to
one thought much of houses arriving by
In Montrose no one seems exactly sure
add all sorts of amenities, including special
rail. Sometimes up to two boxcars were
of how many of these homes exist, but
“built-in” cabinets, ceiling fixtures, porchnecessary to deliver a “whole” house. Of
local historians know of at least three:
es and stained-glass windows.
course, that meant pieces of a house and Canyon Creek Bed and Breakfast on Main
Although sold primarily to the East Coast
the lucky recipient had to piece the house Street, a home owned by Allison Nadel on and Midwest states, Sears homes have
together from a set of plans. Everything
S. 1st Street., and a home that used to exist been located as far south as Florida and as
was often included, including plumbing
in Escalante Canyon. Many similar kit
west as California. Examples have also
and electrical.
homes are found across the continental
been found in Alaska. A handful of Sears
The most popular and familiar of these
United States.
homes have been identified in Canada.
homes were sold via catalog by Sears Roe- Museum of the Mountain West director
Sears catalog homes (sold under
buck and Company and Montgomery
Richard Fike says he thinks there are more the Sears Modern Homes name) were

Continued next pg
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SEARS KIT HOMES: CANYON CREEK B&B EXEMPLIFIES USEFUL STYLE
From previous pg

Kendra Morrow shows off carved details on her home's staircase. (Michael Lawton
photo)

catalog and kit houses sold primarily
through mail order by Sears, Roebuck and
Company.
In some cases, it’s reported Sears provided construction services to assemble the
homes. Some builders and companies
purchased the kits directly from Sears to
build as model homes, speculative homes
or homes for customers or employees.
Montgomery Ward and no less than 15
other historical companies also participated in the kit home business.
Canyon Creek Bed and Breakfast at 820
Main Street in Montrose was built from a
Sears kit in 1909. It was built with a full
basement, a main level and second story;
a carriage house sits behind the structure
and was not made from the kit.
Owner of the building since 2004, Kendra
Gallegos Morrow and her husband Daniel
Morrow own and operate the B & B.
Morrow says her home is very solidly
built but the front porch, added on later,
had sagged and she had to have it jacked
up and stabilized after she bought the
home. Many of the classic features in the

The living room at the B & B reflects the era in
which the home was built. (Michael Lawton photo).

home have been preserved over the
years.
Morrow noted that former owner Donald
Smith, who stayed on in the home after
his parents passed away “was something
of a hermit and his solution to cleaning up
the place was primarily to paint and repaint everything white.”
She said she removed layer upon layer of
white paint during the restoration. Even
the original brick fireplace with wood
mantel had been thickly coated with
white paint.
Today it shines in its original glory. Morrow added to the turn-of-century charm
of the home by replacing thin ceiling
moldings with more ornate ones, and discovering and uncovering the original
wood floors.
All the windows are original and show
their age with charmingly distorted views.
She has recaptured the cachet of a staircase with a landing by removing white
paint and restoring original carvings.
Until contacted by this writer, Morrow
said she had no idea the B&B was a Sears

kit home.
When she did research she discovered it
was truly built from such a kit.
The main home of the B & B holds six
people in three rooms upstairs and the
carriage house can accommodate three.
In addition, the couple have added vacation rental homes to their business over
the years; those were booked last year all
but four days through a tourism website.
“Running a B & B is a lot harder than some
people think,” Morrow said.
“We are constantly having to change our
business plan.”
She says her B & B business “has evolved
in ways we never would have imagined.”
Today she and Daniel operate:
The Canyon Creek Bed & Breakfast 820
Main Street;
The Carriage House 820 1/2 Main Street;
The Colorado Cottage 726 South 7th
Street;
The Sussex House 1127 South 7th Street;
Casa de Colorado 510 North 2nd Street
For more information visit their website
for call 970-249-2886.
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MIRROR IMAGES...COMMUNITY PHOTOS

Top left and right, Some pictures from the “Courage for
Cove” Chili Cook-off fundraiser for four-year-old cancer patient Cove Brennecke (shown with his puppy), at which San
Juan Construction raised more than $25,000 for the family’s
expenses (courtesy photos); Below right, the Montrose High
School Choirs took the stage together after the Coffee House
Concert at the Montrose Pavilion Dec. 11; below left, one of
the winning gingerbread houses on display at Volunteers of
America’s Valley Manor Care Center last week; Center left,
MHS Choir student Kayli Swanson sings her own song,
“Patches” at the Coffeehouse Concert.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: HONORS & RECOGNITION
JANIK RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS PINCHOT AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
Special to Art & Sol
DELTA-Anne Janik, Public Affairs Specialist
for the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and
Gunnison National Forests (GMUG), recently received the Rocky Mountain Region’s Gifford Pinchot Excellence in Interpretation and Conservation Education
Award. The award recognizes individuals
who have demonstrated accomplishment
in developing and delivering interpretive
and educational programs, allowing the
Forest Service to engage the public
through world-class visitor services, ex-

pand volunteer programs, and strengthen
local partnerships that address resource
issues.
Anne has worked tirelessly to develop a
robust conservation education program
for the GMUG National Forests engaging
local youth through field trips and classroom visits promoting environmental
stewardship, Leave No Trace ethics, and
fire safety.
Her natural leadership, positive and energetic approach has led to the strengthening and development of interagency and

community partners including partnering
with The Nature Connection to host the
yearly Winter Ecology and Skis for Kids
program, which providing educational
activities for 2,000 Western Slope students in 2017 alone.
“We are very proud of Anne for receiving this prestigious award. Her service to
the Forest Service in conservation and
youth outreach in our nearby communities is legendary, the recognition was well
deserved”, said Scott Armentrout, Forest
Supervisor for the GMUG.
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NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY…
Exploring Classical Music With Rob Brethouwer

MUSIC OF MOZART IS ANYTHING BUT BORING
Within seconds of the opening notes, it is
clear to the listener that this music sounds
very much different than what is often
expected from Mozart. On top of the traditional classical structure, a layer of
something foreign exists. Images of the
Middle East come to mind; picture stately
Austrian courts or lavish palaces and villas.
This new top layer is Turkish and the
sound is the The Abudction from the Seraglio, Overture K. 384. The clamoring of
bells and the rush of the tempo push the
listener to the edge of their seats. As with
all of the overtures by W.A. Mozart, they
are a window into what is to come later in
the opera and introduce not only melodic
themes but often, individual characters.
The feel of the music suddenly changes at
the 1:36 mark and the listener is transported to a different scene. Lilting and
melancholy at first, the overture becomes
more foreboding at the 2:28 mark and the
listener realizes that along with the gayety
and frivolity, this opera will also offer
some serious themes as an integral part of
the story. At 3:10, off in the background,
the woodwinds play the original theme
once again, first slowly and then faster
and by 3:15 we are right back where we

started with the rousing melody and Turkish overtones.
Whereas the overture to the Abduction
from the Seraglio started out fast and with
a distinctive melody, the overture to Cosi
fan tutte, K. 588 does not hit its stride until the 1:01 mark, with the first minute
sounding as if the instrumentalists are
simply finding their seats and getting
things unpacked. Melodic themes are not
as clear, and there seems to be less to
look forward to as the opera progresses.
There is some nice showing from the
woodwinds beginning at 3:17; the clarinet,
flute, and oboe sound as if they are trying
to out-do each other in technique and
virtuosity. Closure becomes clear with
0:12 left as the oh-so-recognizable classical ending, especially in works by W.A.
Mozart, makes its inevitable appearance.
The Marriage of Figaro-Overture is by far
the most recognizable of all of Mozart’s
overtures if not the most recognizable
piece of music he ever composed. This
overture is firmly ensconced in popular
culture and has shown up in commercials,
movies, TV shows, documentaries, cartoons, and everywhere else popular culture exists. A mere 4:15 long, it is best to

let the listener
pick this overture apart on
their own. Each
listener will hear
something
different and will
remember
where they have
heard it before.
It is fast and fun
and is the perfect piece to play
for anyone that
Wolfgang Amadeus Mohas ever said
zart, portrait by Johann
that classical
music is boring. Georg Edlinger. Courtesy
image.
This overture
shows that it is
anything but boring.
The Marriage of Figaro-Overture.
Skaatskapelle Dresden/Sir Colin Davis.
Overtures (RCA Red Seal 74321 68004 2)
More Amadeus. Excelsior Records EXL-24256. The Abduction from the Seraglio K.
384. London Philharmonic Orchestra, Conductor: Alfred Scholz and Cosi fan tutte,
Overture K. 588. London Festival Orchestra. Conductor: Bernhard Woess.

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY INVITED TO CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-The First Church of the Nazarene would like to invite the Montrose community to attend their Candlelight Christmas
Eve Worship at 6:30 PM Sunday Dec. 24. Regular Christmas Family Worship will be held Sunday morning at 10 AM. The First Church
of the Nazarene is located at 705 South 12th Street across from Columbine Middle School. For more information contact Pastor
Buddy Cook at 970 249-9213 or by email at pastorbuddy@outlook.com.
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes

A POETRY BOOK FOR THE YOUNG

Above right, Youth from Towaoc and their chaperones off to ski and snowboard
(photo by Scott Smith, Telluride’s digital chronicler). Left, Davey McGravy bookcover
(courtesy photo).

WHY POETRY? … We’ve a great poetry
community on the Western Slope … My
buddies Danny Rosen and Kyle Harvey
keep the non-academic fires burning at
Lithic Bookstore & Gallery in Fruita -- easily the best poetry collection in the state
and surely one of the most unique environments -- with a beaver stick poetry
stage sharing the stacks with workhorse
editorial space for Lithic Press. This small
publishing house continues to turn out
beautiful and important books of poetry …
Wendy Videlock of Palisade is a solitary
sibyl whose alcohol ink paintings command center stage at more than one gallery in the Grand Valley and whose crafted
verse, with a playful neo-formalist cast,
regularly makes the pages of national literary journals … My colleague and codirector at the Telluride Institute’s Talking
Gourds poetry program, Rosemerry
Wahtola Trommer, leads workshops and
inspires devoted fans all around the state
but mostly outside the walls of our ivory
towers … And insurance agent poet Peter
Waldor of Telluride, following in the footsteps of Wallace Stevens, makes fine lyrics
and offers good coverage (if occasionally

slipping into a closet of faux identities for
a quick change)… Then there’s Dr. David J.
Rothman over at Western State Colorado
University in Gunnison running a postgraduate program and a national conference in poetry. Colorado Public Radio’s
poet-in-residence, he has a hilarious series
of superheroes-with-speech-defects poems. He recently scooped all the flagship
Colorado literature departments with his
rediscovery of forgotten mountain poet
icon, Belle Turnbull … And there’s awardwinning Headwaters poet, professor and
mayor of Antonito Aaron Abeyta, whose
family goes back hundreds of years in the
San Luis Valley and who teaches at Adams
State University in Alamosa… NPR had a
story recently on the best books of the
year about poetry, and Matthew Zapruder’s Why Poetry (Harper Collins, 2017)
made it near the top of the heap … It’s a
refreshing perspective. He starts out by
identifying what’s wrong with poetry in
America these days: “Clearly, there is
something about poetry that rattles and
mystifies people, that puts them off, that
makes them feel something is wrong” …
Because of that, Berkeley poet legend Jack

Spicer was wont to say, “No one listens to
poetry” … As antidote, Zapruder has a
recommendation: “To learn to read poetry is first a matter of forgetting many incorrect things we have learned in school.”
Rather than a riddling puzzle meant to be
interpreted and deciphered, Zapruder
suggests just listening to the words and
letting them take you to a place of feeling
-- pleasure, play, anger and, yes, sometimes, confusion. As Ludwig Wittgenstein
noted, “Poetry is not used in the language
game of information, although composed
in the language of information” … For
Zapruder, poetry becomes essential to our
lives not by our identifying poetry’s mechanisms but by our being attuned to its
effects -- its “discoveries, connections,
glimmers of expression” … Which is why I
was disarmed with a recent book by Colorado Poet Laureate emeritus David Mason
of Colorado College in Colorado Springs -Davey McGravy (Paul Dry Books, Philadelphia, 2015). It’s a delightful read. Not exactly light verse, but easy, understandable, with a good dose rhyme of and a fairly
consistent meter. It could be called a
young adult book of discovery, overcoming obstacles, having one’s own dream.
Not exactly a long narrative poem like
Mason’s famous Ludlow, but a collection

Continued next pg
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes
of short poems that fit together and make
a narrative tapestry of woven pieces …
And even that is incomplete … It’s a book I
wish I had when my youngsters were
growing up. Something I could have read
them to sleep with, so they could fly into
their dreams, like Davey does. Something
that would have sparked in them a love of
stuff that plays with language, that intimates and suggests as much as details and
delineates …
If you want to get a book for that special
young man whom you’d like to see awaken to the power of words to shape ideas
and inspire our world (or special young
woman, although the protagonist is a boy
in Mason’s telling), get a copy of Davey
McGravy.
ANNA SCOTTI … This California poet won

the Talking Gourds’ Fischer Prize for poetry this year – out of over 200 participants
and 600 entries … Now she’s got a poem
in the most recent issue of the New Yorker
– one of the nation’s landmark target publications for an aspiring writer … Hear her
reading her poem aloud on the magazine’s
website … www.newyorker.com/
magazine/2017/12/18/sheba
HEARTBREAK IN NORWOOD … Watch
Reporter Justin Criado’s story about the
tragedy of two little girls who died in Norwood as part of a small “end-of-time” cult
helped end a string of rumors about what
happened. It’s a sad story. But it’s good to
know the truth … I just wish some reporter would do the same and investigate the
facts of the shooting at the Cashin Mine in
Montrose County last fall -- where Deputy

Bruce Schmalz was injured and William
Ray Score, Jr., of Loveland was killed.
What happened and why are still very
much a mystery.
GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS …
Saturday was the Telluride Institute's first
Ute Youth Ski Day. We had high school,
middle school and elementary school participants … First, thanks to Manuel Heart
for suggesting we do this, and then K'ia
Whiteskunk, Harold Cuthair, Bernadette
Cuthair and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
for accepting our invitation … Gratitude
also goes out for making it happen to
Audrey Marnoy of the Institute, Telluride
Ski & Golf Company, Telluride Sports,
Christ Presbyterian Church, Durfee Day,
San Miguel County Board of Commissioners and La Cocina de Luz.

THE TALKING GOURD
Early winter
the bright yellow
bedraggled petals
of an “invasive”
the last blossoms
above the earth.
How fitting that
the invader is
the only survivor

-Peter Waldor
Telluride
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
CELEBRATE A ‘JOHN DENVER CHRISTMAS’ AT THE WRIGHT OPERA HOUSE ON DEC. 27
Special to
Art & Sol
OURAYRelive the
music of
Colorado
music legend John
Denver as
the John
Adams
Band performs an authentic tribute concert on
Wednesday, Dec. 27 at the Wright Opera
House in Ouray.
The show, titled “JOHN DENVER: A Rocky
Mountain Christmas”, will feature hits
such as "Rocky Mountain High," “Annie’s
Song,” “Sunshine on my Shoulders,”
"Leaving on a Jet Plane” and “Thank God,
I’m a Country Boy” just the way they were
written, recorded and performed by John
Denver himself.

The motto of the John Adams Band is “If
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!” The band members share a mutual love of John Denver
and have vowed to keep the music of this
Rocky Mountain legend alive through their
concerts.
Band leader John Adams grew up in the
Netherlands and got hooked on Denver’s
music as a teenager in the early 1970s. A
decade or so later, he won a contest that
earned him the chance to sing a duet with
Denver on live national television, after
which Denver proclaimed, “He sounds just
like me!” Over the years, Adams got to
know Denver well, as they talked about
their mutual experiences in China, love for
guitars and concern about the environment. Adams moved to the U.S three
years after Denver died in an airplane accident in 1997 and continued to perform
Denver’s music exclusively wherever he
was invited, eventually forming the tribute
band with which he performs today. Ad-

ams interweaves the stories he and Denver shared throughout his concerts, and
takes his audiences around the world on
an unforgettable journey back in time to
experience the true Rocky Mountain High.
Showtime for this highly anticipated event
is at 7:30 p.m. Come a little early to enjoy
holiday libations at the cash bar in the
lobby at the Wright Opera House. Tickets
cost $30 for adults and $10 for students
18 and under, and can be purchased in
advance at www.ocpag.org.
The concert is jointly sponsored by the
Wright Opera House, a historic music concert and theater hall located at 472 Main
Street in Ouray; and the Ouray County
Performing Arts Guild, a not-for-profit
organization bringing quality events in
music, dance, theater and other genres to
Ouray County; with generous support
from Alpine Bank, San Miguel Power Association and Box Canyon Lodge and Hot
Springs.

J-M
PHOTOGRAPHY
For assignments
& rates please call
Jennifer
McClanahan @
970-765-2280
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: OUTDOORS
FALL AND WINTER PRESCRIBED BURN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Special to Art & Sol
REGIONAL-Fire crews from the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests conducted five prescribed
burns during the months of October and November, successfully treating approximately 3,465 acres of the Uncompahgre National
Forest.
During the week of Oct. 16th GMUG fire crews ignited the Rocky Pitch prescribed burn treating approximately 310 acres along the
south rim of Unaweep Canyon. The Little Monitor prescribed burn took place on October 25 th and treated approximately 125 acres
along 25 Mesa Road. The Thunder Road prescribed burn was ignited on Oct. 30 treating approximately 130 acres south of Norwood, CO.
The Cottonwood prescribed burn took place between Nov. 13 and 15 with operations on both Dillard and Iron Springs Mesas, and
totaled approximately 2203 acres. The Sawmill prescribed burn took place on November 15 th in the vicinity of the 25 Mesa Guard
Station and Cottonwood Road, and treated approximately 650 acres.
A prescribed burn is a wildland fire originating from a planned ignition used to improve wildlife habitat, reduce hazardous vegetation (fuels) build-up, and increase stand health and diversity. Fire Managers Officers and Fuels Specialists spend countless hours
developing detailed prescribed fire plans that dictate conditions, staffing and safety requirements. Burns are ignited only if conditions are conducive to a safe, effective burn and within appropriate smoke dispersal parameters set by the State.
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DAVETOS WELL WORTH THE DRIVE
FOR GREAT ITALIAN IN DELTA
Hankering for some real pasta or pizza?
Go on down the road to Daveto's in downtown Delta. My friend Michael and I did
on a recent evening and it was well worth
the drive.
Prices are very low and the pasta is good!
First, had to have a glass of wine, Mike
too. Then we both sampled soup of the
day, which was a corn chowder. If it hadn't been a cup it would have made the
meal, so full of goodies.
Corn chowder? I thought all Italian places
only had minestroni. But this chowder was
really good. Never mind the traditional
minestroni.
Then, I had my eye on pasta and went for
the homemade spaghetti with marinara
sauce with garlic bread. Noodles were
thick and good.
Michael wanted a side order of meatball
tortellini, figuring with the soup that

would do it. He was right and that's
the way I'll go next time. His “side
order” was plenty and also came
with garlic toast.
No leftovers but really tasty and
we will be back. Only other Italian
place I'd put over this, with much
more atmosphere, but more expensive is Ouray's Bon Ton, which is
fabulous.
But for the price, who cares about atmosphere?
At Daveto's, which was packed this evening, you snag appetizers for $4.95-7.50;
salads are $8.95; Burritos (in an Italian
place, it is Delta after all) $5.25-9; sandwiches and burgers $5-7.65; pizza, small
$10.50-large, $24.; pasta entrees, side
orders $6.50 to dinners $9.95-13.95; Canolis, small $6.25-large $9.95.
We didn't have room for dessert, but

nice choices: ice creams from $2.95 to
cheese cakes at $3.95, fruit pizza, $4.95.
Kiddos? They eat for free if under 2; 12
and under for $1.99-$4.25.
Daveto's also boasts brews in a bottle,
$3.75-$4.50. A glass of vino is $5.50; ½
liter is $15.95.
All in all worth the drive down to Delta in
my book.NDaveto's is located at 520 Main
Street; 970-874-8277, closed Mondays,
open Thursday and Friday from 10 am to 9
pm and the rest of the week from 11 am
to 9 pm.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: OUTDOORS

CPW: RING IN 2018 WITH A FIRST DAY HIKE
Special to Art & Sol
COLORADO-Colorado Parks and Wildlife is
pleased to welcome in the new year by
once again participating in First Day Hikes.
Over 30 events are scheduled in state
parks across Colorado on New Year’s Day
as part of America's State Parks First Day
Hikes initiative.
“Each year, we’ve had a growing number
of our parks offering First Day Hike events
as part of this national effort to get people
outdoors and into state parks,” said CPW
Director Bob Broscheid. “First Day Hikes
are a great way to cure cabin fever and
celebrate the New Year in our amazing
state with a walk or hike in one of our
beautiful state parks.”
Coloradans can find a nearby First Day
Hike by visiting the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife First Day Hikes web page, or by
locating an event on the stateparks.org
website. First Day Hikes was created to
offer everyone an opportunity to begin
the new year rejuvenating and connecting
with the outdoors at a state park close to
home.
Visitors to Colorado State Parks can expect to be surrounded by the quiet beauty
of nature in winter, experience spectacular views and vistas and, in many parks,

benefit from the company of a knowledgeable state park guide on hikes ranging
from half-mile fun walks to challenging
five-mile hikes. In addition, most parks
offer refreshments as well as giveaways
provided by a Colorado Parks Foundation
grant. According to the National Association of State Park Directors, 1,300 First
Day Hikes were offered across all 50 states
in 2017, with 61,800 participants covering
more than 111,850 miles.
First Day Hikes originated more than 25
years ago with the goal of promoting both

healthy lifestyles throughout the year and
year-round recreation at state parks.
Getting outside and unplugging from daily
technology creates a unique connection
with nature that promotes physical and
mental well-being and encourages creativity and stewardship of our shared resources in kids and adults alike.
Whether planning to participate in a First
Day Hike, reserving a spring campsite or
scheduling hunter education courses, you
can start your 2018 outdoor adventures
by visiting cpw.state.co.us.
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TOP OF THE PINES COMPLETES NEW FAMILY-FRIENDLY MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL

Special to the Mirror
RIDGWAY-There may not be much snow
on the ground yet, but Top of the Pines is
still a great place to get out and play this
winter, with a recently completed mountain bike loop that is perfect for families
with young children.
The 1.5-mile trail begins and ends at the
Top of the Pines pavilion and follows an
existing cross-country ski trail before
branching off to wind its way gently
through mature ponderosa forest with
beautiful glimpses of the Sneffels Range.
The trail was professionally designed by
Sweet Single Track out of Ouray, using
funds donated by the Ridgway-Ouray
Community Council. TOP then took advantage of the mild weather in November
to complete the rough-in of the trail with
a mini-excavator hired from Blackford’s
Welding & Construction, for a fraction of
what it would have cost to have a trail
crew come in and do the work by hand.
“We might need to do a little hand work
to refine the trail next spring, but it really

ple easy trail that they can enjoy with
their kids,” he said.
The trail is also suitable for adaptive
sports – great news for the many disabled
visitors who come to TOP through the
Telluride Adaptive Sports Program,
Wounded Warriors and other organizations.
In addition to its trail work, TOP has also
made significant improvements to its indoor facilities this fall. Currently, TOP’s
board of directors is raising funds to install
Left, TOP Donation: Mick Graff of the Ouray
new ADA-compliant flush toilets in the
Community Council Fund (center) presented
rustic pavilion structure in 2018 – a welTOP board president Brad Wallis and fundcome addition to the outdoor pit toilets
raiser Melissa McKay with a grant donation
of $1,000 last week to help pay for ongoing
that currently serve the area.
upgrades to the pavilion structure at Top of
It all fits into TOP’s ultimate vision to
the Pines, where ADA-compliant flush toilets
create a usable, functional venue and eduare slated to be installed in 2018; Right, The
cation center with a wide variety of yearnew mountain bike loop at Top of the Pines
round outdoor recreational pursuits for
winds its way gently through mature ponthe region’s residents and visitors.
derosa forest with beautiful glimpses of the
Top of the Pines is a 175-acre former Girl
Sneffels Range. Courtesy photos.
Scout camp located at 8,500 feet near
Ridgway at the foot of the Sneffels range,
looks great and I am confident that the
in a spectacular setting surrounded by
addition of this family-friendly mountain
mountains, forests and meadows, offering
bike trail will be a strong asset for the
a variety of year-round outdoor recreation
community,” said TOP Board President
opportunities. The property is now manBrad Wallis. “Other than perhaps a small
aged by Top of the Pines, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
directional sign where the new trail leaves non-profit organization, under contract
the cross-country ski loop, the trail is good with Ouray County to maintain and imto go at this point.”
prove the property.
Unlike other mountain bike trail systems
Getting there: To get to Top of the Pines
in the area, the new trail at Top of the
from Ridgway, take County Road 5 south
Pines was specifically created with the
(toward Elk Meadows subdivision) to
youngest community members in mind;
Highland Drive, then turn right and follow
no logs, rocks or other obstacles remain in the signs to the pavilion. Modest daily
the trail bed, making it ideal for kids who user fees may be paid in drop boxes near
are just learning to ride.
the pavilion.
Wallis sees this new addition to TOP’s
More information, including guidelines
trail system as an opportunity to expand
for making donations, reserving campsites
the organization’s user base in the local
and scheduling private or educational
community. “The goal is to encourage
events at TOP, can be found at
families to come up and have a really sim- www.topofthepines.org.
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CPW: ENDANGERED FERRETS RELEASED TO WILD
Special to Art & Sol
HOLLY-When it comes to rescuing and
preserving our endangered species, Colorado Parks and Wildlife staffers will trek to
all corners of the state, day and night,
good weather and bad, to fulfill their mission.
That was the case Dec. 13 as a CPW team
from Denver and Colorado Springs drove
hours to the far southeast edge of the
state to make sure four black-footed ferrets were carefully and properly deposited
in new burrows as part of the agency’s
ongoing efforts to rebuild a population
twice thought to be extinct.
It was 30 degrees and the sun was
settings as the CPW team took the ferrets
in their plastic crates onto private, grazed
prairieland for release into the wild. The
location was an active prairie dog colony
where plenty of burrows offered ideal
habitat for the ferrets, which nearly disappeared from Colorado in the 1950s and
were thought extinct until a small population was found in Wyoming in 1981.
April Estep, a wildlife biologist in CPW’s
Southeast Region in Colorado Springs, and
intern Brianna Fett received the ferrets
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
which had used them in a captivebreeding program launched to save North
America's most endangered mammal. An

estimated 300
live in the wild
and depend
on prairie
dogs, the
mainstay of
their diet, to
survive.
As a dark chill
set in, Estep
and Fett got to
work, carrying
the crates
with the
chattering
A black-footed ferret peeks out of a burrow where it was released by Coloferrets to bur- rado Parks and Wildlife biologist April Estep and intern Brianna Fett on
Dec. 13. Photo courtesy Colorado Parks and Wildlife / Jerry Neal.
rows where
staff had inserted black, plastic landscaping tubes so do in 2001 at Wolf Creek, north of Rangethe captive animals would be comfortable ly. But that site succumbed to a plague
entering their new homes.
outbreak and collapsed by 2010.
The cage doors were opened, one after
CPW began a statewide reintroduction
another, and the ferrets nervously
program in 2013. Since then, 300 ferrets
emerged. Each eventually darted down
have been released to six Colorado sites.
the tubes, which then were removed from It's too early to deem the program a sucthe holes.
cess, but one colony had its first wild-born
“It’s exciting and rewarding to be part of a kit, or baby ferret, in 2015 and several
project like this,” Estep said. “Each black- sites have had more wild-born kits therefooted ferret release is a special gift – one after.
that can be scarce. So this is really speSee short video of ferret release
cial.”
here: https://
Ferrets were first reintroduced to Colora- vimeo.com/247507319/4c81bc1975
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MONTROSE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ANNOUNCES BENEFIT CONCERT
Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-Montrose Memorial Hospital
will host a benefit Christmas concert featuring Dr. Rhonda Parker and Bethany
Ward at the United Methodist Church on
Friday, Dec. 22 at 7 pm. Admission is
free; however, a $10 donation is encouraged for the MMH Healing Arts, Music
Therapy fund.
The first benefit concert held this past
May raised over $6500 dollars to go towards a future music therapy program at
MMH.
Montrose Memorial Hospital, through
the Healing Arts Fund, is working to bring

music into each patient room as a supportive treatment to improve our patients’ health and experience.
Music therapy is the use of music and
musical elements to achieve non-musical
goals, such as reducing pain or anxiety,
inspiring movement, and encouraging
rehabilitation.
A growing body of research suggests that
the power of music can have significant
benefits to patients and their family in
clinical settings.
“I’ve seen music calm my students, bring
them to life, and transport them to happier places,” said Bethany Ward, a local mu-

sician and music teacher. “It did the same
for my mother, a cancer patient, by easing
her mind from the pain, discomfort and
worry. It gave her something positive to
focus on.”
“This is a way for me to combine my art
of medicine and passion for music to help
support the people I care about in this
community,” said Dr. Parker, a boardcertified Orthopaedic surgeon in Montrose.
We invite the community to the United
Methodist Church on Friday, Dec. 22 at 7
p.m. to enjoy this incredible concert with
all your Christmas favorites.

CRC GRADUATES 27TH CLASS OF NONPROFIT LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Special to Art & Sol
COLORADO-Nonprofit executive leaders
from Montrose, Joey Montoya Boese and
Robyn Shank, recently graduated from
Community Resource Center’s Nonprofit
Leadership & Management Program in
Denver. Montoya Boese is Executive Director of A Kidz Clinic, providing strategic
direction to an organization and providing
access to quality integrated healthcare for
Delta County children. Shank is the Executive Director of PEER Kindness, a nonprofit corporation that works in partnerships with schools and community organizations to reduce bullying. Both leaders
have returned to Montrose prepared to
use the experience gained from the program to better their nonprofits and their
community.
Along with 20 other new and emerging
nonprofit leaders from across Colorado,
Montoya Boese and Shank completed the
9-month program and expanded their
leadership capabilities as well as discovered new management techniques. Participants cultivated meaningful, professional
relationships by engaging with their peers
during bi-monthly professional development sessions in Denver and 3-day retreat
in Breckenridge. ,As graduates of the program, Montoya Boese and Shank join a
network of over 700 nonprofit profession-

als who have participated over the past 27
years. These individuals and their experiences offer invaluable resources to participants. Those interested should apply to

the 2018 leadership cohort. Applications
are available at www.crcamerica.org/
leadership with program criteria, components and benefits.
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Hold the Date! Upcoming Business & Cultural Events
ONGOINGFRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL, non-profit organization, was founded and introduced to the world at a ceremony held at the
White House on March 1, 1977. FFI provides opportunities to explore new cultures by bringing people together at the personal
level. Friendship Force of western Colorado’s regular monthly meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Thursday of the month. Meeting
location - Red Cross Training Center, 5th and Gunnison in Grand Junction, 6:15 p.m
THE ALPINE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets every second Tuesday at St. Mary Catholic Church in the St Paul Room, 1855 St Mary’s
Drive, Montrose. The Public is welcome to attend. For more information, email alpinephotoclub@aol.com.
FREE JAM SESSION AND SING ALONG, Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Montrose Senior Center.
MONTROSE HISTORICAL MUSEUM-“Montrose County Historical Society Presents” is held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each
month in the Pioneer Room of Friendship Hall, 1001 N. 2nd St. The public is invited to free programs based on topics of regional
history. For more information please call 249-2085.
MONTHLYDec. 20 – Music at Noon. Bethany Ward and Dr. Rhonda Parker will be singing together and entertaining the public with their voices and piano pieces. Please feel free to bring your lunch as you listen to them. The Montrose United Methodist Church, 19 S. Park
Ave. (970) 249-3716. montroseumc.org
Dec. 21-The SMPA Board will host a rate hearing at their regular December board meeting prior to officially adopting the proposed
rate change for 2018. The meeting is scheduled to be held in Nucla on Dec. 21st at 9:30 am. If approved, the new rate would become effective for all bills generated after Jan. 1, 2018. Anyone who desires to comment about the proposed changes may file
written comments at one of our public offices, or by email rates@smpa.com or by written letter to P.O. Box 1150, Ridgway, CO
81432.
Dec. 21-Blue Christmas Service at 7 p.m. at The Montrose United Methodist Church, 19 S. Park Ave. A service for all who may be
feeling blue this holiday season. The service is a space for anyone who has lost a loved one, is grieving, or simply needs a space to
slow down, sit down and be present for the longest night of the year. (970) 249-3716. montroseumc.org.
Dec. 23-The Paradise Theatre is pleased to welcome singer, songwriter Gabrielle Louise for a Holiday Concert on Dec. 23rd at 7:30
pm. For more information go to the www.Paradiseofpaonia.com or the Paradise Theater Facebook page and watch for dates and
times of upcoming events. Please send your event inquiries to Operations Director, Sunshine Knight manager@paradiseofpaonia.com or the theater hotline at 527-6610.
Dec. 24-The First Church of the Nazarene would like to invite the Montrose community to attend their Candlelight Christmas Eve
Worship at 6:30 PM Sunday Dec. 24. Regular Christmas Family Worship will be held Sunday morning at 10 AM. The First Church of
the Nazarene is located at 705 South 12th Street across from Columbine Middle School. For more information contact Pastor Buddy Cook at 970 249-9213 or by email at pastorbuddy@outlook.com
Dec. 27-7:30 p.m. – JOHN DENVER TRIBUTE with John Adams Band at the Wright Opera House. Each John Denver song is performed effortlessly as audience members can relax and reminisce about an age long gone. Presented by the Ouray County Performing Arts Guild and the Wright Opera House. Concert starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets $30 at www.ocpag.org.
Dec. 28-The Everly Brothers Experience featuring The Zmed Brothers at Club Telluride. Doors 7:30 p.m, show 8 p.m. All ages show,
tickets $25 to $45. For all ticketing and show info, please visit www.clubredtelluride.com.
Dec. 29-The Palm Arts season kicks off Dec. 29th with Harwood & Woodward (The Magical Duo) performing a full illusion magic
show at the Michael D. Palm Theatre. Set in a 1940’s retro theme, the show features five big stage illusions, song, dance, comedy,
and lots of magic that will have families amazed and wanting more. The performance starts at 7:30pm and tickets for this performance are available at www.telluridepalm.com.
Jan. 3-"Poetry of Presence" discussion series with Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer will be offered on Wednesdays beginning Jan. 3
from 12-2 pm at Weehawken Ridgway (1075 Sherman St.). The cost for this 5 week series cost is $125. Students must register in
advance through Weehawken Creative Arts at www.weehawkenarts.org (adult arts classes tab) or by calling Weehawken
at 970.318.0150. A minimum number of students must be met in order to guarantee the class, so interested students are encouraged to register several days in advance. More details area available at www.weehawkenarts.org or facebook.com/
weehawkenarts.
Jan. 25-27- – With a three-state draw, the Western Colorado Food and Farm Forum enters its sixth year with workshops on sustainable agriculture January 25 - 27th. Registration is now open at www.foodfarmforum.org. The Valley Food Partnership, CSU Extension, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, National Young Farmers Coalition and Shavano Conservation District organize the conference
collaboratively. For a complete list of topics or to register please visit: foodfarmforum.org or call 970-249-3935.
Jan. 27-In January Palm Arts brings in American electric blues singer, guitarist, and songwriter Seth Walker to the Black Box Theatre
at the Palm. The Jan. 27 performance is at 7:30pm and tickets are available at www.telluridepalm.com.
Feb. 11-The highlight of the Palm Arts 2018 winter season is national touring ballet company Ailey II presented at Telluride’s Michael D. Palm Theatre Feb. 11th at 7 pm. Tickets for this one of a kind performance are available at www.telluridepalm.com. For
more information on upcoming events and tickets please visit www.telluridepalm.com or call our ticket line at (970) 369-5669.
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Sunny & The Whiskey Machine
performed at Intrinzik in Montrose on Dec. 8. Photos by
Jennifer McClanahan.
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