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BELL PUSHES $25k CAP ON DDA SALARIES, WAGES 

#THISPLACEMATTERS: SHARE MONTROSE! 

By Gail Marvel 
The Montrose City Council holds two 
work sessions and two regular meeting 
per month. The first work session for 
May was held on Monday, May 1, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. Official decisions 
requiring council action are not made 
during work sessions.  
Discussion Items: 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) Recommendations – Downtown 
Development Authority Board of Direc-
tors. 
  The DDA prepared a list of 15 recom-
mendations to present to council for 
preview prior to the work session and 
requested that they be put on the agenda in order to answer any questions. However, a communications 
glitch resulted in the council getting the list at the meeting and they were therefore unprepared to  
discuss the recommendations.  

Continued pg 17 

Seven members of the Montrose Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) Board attended the city council work session on May 1, 2017. 
Photo by Gail Marvel. 

By Liesl Greathouse 
MONTROSE-May is Preservation Month and the 
Montrose County Historical Museum hopes to 
get the whole community involved through the 
#ThisPlaceMatters campaign.   
  “If you have a building or a place in Montrose 
County that you are passionate about, that’s 
historical, this is a way to get the word out about 
it, that ‘this place matters’ to you,” explained 
Sally Johnson, Coordinator at the Montrose 
County Historical Museum.  “It’s part of a nation-
al campaign.  It’s geared towards the younger 
generation who use their phones so much with 
Instagram, Facebook, etc.  It’s such a quick thing 
to do to take a photo in front of a historical place 
and help people realize that history is im-
portant.” 
  It’s easy to share your favorite place in Mont-
rose in just three steps: 

Mirror Writer Liesl Greathouse demonstrates that it is 
easy to share your favorite place in just three steps.  
Photo by Clay Greathouse. 

Continued pg 23 
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP: CROSSROADS VICTORY 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Jesus said, “For where two or 
three come together in my name, there 
am I with them” (Matt 18:20 NIV).  
Highly visible, Crossroads Victory Pastor 
Chris Peterson positioned himself in the 
church foyer on Feb. 19 to welcome mem-
bers and guests to the service. I took my 
seat in the well-lit auditorium and imme-
diately four ladies turned around in their 
chairs and threw out the welcome mat, “Is 
this your first visit?” Sylvia, Debra, Bonnie 
and Betty always sit together and I felt like 
one-of-the-girls as they tossed commen-
tary and information over their shoulder 
throughout the service, “That’s the Pas-
tor’s wife leading the music.” 
  The lights dimmed and floor floodlights 
turned the warm wood-toned auditorium 
into neon blue and purple. Accompani-
ment for the six-member praise team was 
a keyboard, two guitars, drums, a trumpet 
and a flute. Song selections included, 
“Open Up the Heavens,” “Show Us Your 
Glory,” “I’m Overwhelmed By You,” and 
“Here in Your Presence.”  
  In the gathering of about 200 people 
there was no lack of enthusiasm during 
the interactive service with raised hands 
and applause when glorifying God. An 
altar call brought some two dozen people 
forward for prayers of healing and deliver-
ance from evil influences. Pastor Peterson 
prayed for the Holy Spirit to sweep across 
Montrose and change the city. Rather 
than concluding his prayer with the tradi-
tional amen he said, “Find someone and 
give them a high-five!”  
  Following the 45-minute song service 
Peterson said, “You’ll just have to bear 
with us today we’re going to be a little 
long.” The pastor then shared with 
attendees, “A pastor was just cussed out 
at the door of our church by a man who 
said we didn’t make him feel welcome.” 

Describing the man as one who rejects 
spiritual authority and is under the influ-
ence of a demon Peterson said, “That de-
mon came in possessing a man. I want you 
to stand up and we’re going to pray for 
that man.” As the pastor prayed an on-
slaught of prayers and petitions from wor-
shippers could be heard throughout the 
auditorium.  
  The collection of tithes and offering was 
followed by announcements of a new Sun-
day school class and the Sunday evening 
prayer service.   The sermon was based on 
the “Beatitudes” from Matthew 5:3-10. 
Peterson said, “The word blessed in the 
original language [Greek] means to be 
happy. Christians are supposed to be hap-
py. What makes you happy? When you 
get pulled over by a police officer can you 
still be happy? When your car won’t start 
or you have a flat tire, can you still be hap-
py? Turn to your neighbor and say, “God 
desires your walk to be blessed.”” 
  The Beatitudes contain a pronouncement 
of blessing and the reward for the bless-
ing. For example, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en” (Matt 5:3 NIV). Peterson said, “The 

presence tense “is” means the kingdom of 
God is already here and it also has yet to 
arrive. The kingdom is already here be-
cause you are walking in the power and 
authority of Jesus, but his kingdom of 
heaven is coming.”  
  Being poor in spirit is something that we 
can’t produce on our own. Peterson said, 
“By nature we are self-righteous. Jesus is 
asking us to be poor in spirit and humble. 
Humility is the foundation, the basic ele-
ment in becoming a Christian. Until we are 
poor in spirit we cannot appreciate Jesus.” 
  In explaining the inheritance afforded 
Christians the pastor used his own family 
as an example. “We adopted two children 
and we have two biological children. We 
re-wrote our will and all the children have 
the same privileges. In the kingdom of 
heaven our inheritance is not split, we all 
get 100 percent.” 
Contact Information: 
Crossroads Victory 
516 S. Hillcrest Dr. 
Montrose, CO 81401 
Pastor Chris Peterson 
970-249-4319 
Worship Service 10 a.m. 

http://www.montrosemirror.com
mailto:montrosemirror@gmail.com
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MIRROR CLASSIFEDS 

Peppertree Homeowners' 
Annual Garage Sale re-
turns to Sunnyside Road & 
Peppertree Drive on Fri-
day, May 19th, 7 A.M.-5 
P.M and Saturday, May 
20th, 8 A.M.-3 P.M.  
 
Please visit us for quality 
merchandise and reasona-
ble prices on kitchenware, 
small & large appliances, 
bath towels, sheets, blan-
kets, picture frames, 
Christmas decorations, a 
few antiques, cross-
country skis, Nordic-Trac, 
books, bird feeders, home 
decor, shoes, clothing and 
whatever else we can 
find!  

 
COME VISIT US! 

PEPPERTREE HOMEOWNERS ANNUAL GARAGE SALE! 

http://www.dynamic-integration.com/
http://www.majormortgagemontrose.com/
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Montrose Elks Lodge 
MONTROSE-Welcome to Elk Tracks, a 
periodic update of what is taking place at 
our local Montrose Elks Lodge, located at 

801 So. Hillcrest, Montrose CO 
81401. 
  April 25 was a relaxing even-
ing playing Bingo at Elks Lodge 
and it seemed we all had a 
good time. Doors opened at 
5:00 o’clock and card sales 
started at 6 PM. “Early Bird” 
paid $18 each for 5 games, with 

one game having 5 Winners! Progressive 
Game 2 was a ‘Must Go’ and paid $500 to 
one lucky person and Game 8 paid $200 to 
one Winner!  Other Bingo Jackpots paid 

$80 each.  
  No one won Progressive Game # 6 so the 
Jackpot increases to $4,556.00 for May 9, 
2017. Game 6 must be won in 53 num-
bers/balls or fewer or the Jackpot posted 
will be paid. 
  Also on May 9th Progressive Game 2 will 
start at $200.00 and Progressive Game 4 
continues to increase, now at $1,005.00. 
Both games 2 & 4 must be won within 37 
numbers/balls or fewer, or the Jackpot 
posted will be paid. 
  Players are taking advantage of the 
great food being served. You can smell 
the fresh grilled burgers and brauts and 
imagine how good they are going to taste. 
Our Volunteer staff Dave, Clint, and 5 
school aged kids also dish up a fabulous 
fare of hot dogs, fries, popcorn, nachos, 
soda pop, candy and other treats.  
For the best Bingo game in the area be 
sure to visit Montrose Elks Lodge every 
Tuesday evening to play Bingo. We are 
located at 801 South Hillcrest Drive in 
Montrose, CO 81401. It’s a wonderful way 
to spend the evening having fun!  (Public 
is welcome). 

MONTROSE ELKS LODGE: ELK TRACKS!  

THANKS FOR READING  

THE MONTROSE  

MIRROR! 

FOR AD RATES, CALL  

970-209-1428 TO  

REACH OUR AD  

DEPARTMENT  

AND OUR  

BUSINESS  

DEVELOPMENT  

DIRECTOR DAVE 

FULLERTON! 

mailto:beltzakatua@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

OURAY’S DEEDRA WILLIAMS WITHDRAWS FROM SMPA BOARD ELECTION 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-On May 1st, San Miguel Power 
Association (SMPA) board election staff 
received a letter expressing the intentions 
of Board district #7 candidate, Deedra 
Williams to withdraw from the election. 
This withdrawal leaves two candidates for 
the seat: Dawn Glanc of Ouray, and in-
cumbent, Terry Rhoades of Silver-
ton.  SMPA district #7 includes both Silver-
ton and Ouray.   
  This Board position is part of the seven 
member Board that provides direction 
and oversight of SMPA. 

   San Miguel Power members elect their 
board of directors by secret mail-in ballot 
or at the Annual Meeting of the Member-
ship, held this year at the SMPA Ridgway 
office (720 N. Railroad St., Ridgway) 
on June 8th from 4:30 - 6:30 pm. (Polls 
close at 5:30 pm.)   
  Ballots will be mailed to members of dis-
tricts #5 and #7 on May 15th.  Mail-in bal-
lots must be received by June 7th, or 
members may vote at the Annual 
Meeting. 
   San Miguel Power Association, Inc. is a 
member-owned, locally-controlled rural 

electric cooperative with offices in Nucla 
and Ridgway, Colo. It is the mission of San 
Miguel Power Association to demonstrate 
corporate responsibility and community 
service while providing our members safe, 
reliable, cost effective and environmental-
ly responsible electrical service.  
  SMPA serves approximately 9,600 mem-
bers and 14,000 meters and supports local 
communities with $300,000 annually in 
property taxes and $400,000 in energy 
efficiency and renewable energy rebates. 
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE -Montrose County School District RE-1J and the Uncompahgre Valley Education Association (UVEA) would like to invite 
you to the 2017 Retirement Reception.  It will be on Thursday, May 11 from 4-6 pm at the Holiday Inn Express Jordan Room. The 
following staff members will be recognized this year:  Jeff Blacker, Karyl Dimmick, Kevin Dimmick, Ruth Dodge, Barbara Head, An-
thony Jiron, Janet Johannessen, Gail Kiehlbauch, John Kink and Elizabeth Soler. Retired staff, friends and family are welcome to cel-
ebrate the event with the honorees. 

RE-1J TO HONOR 2017 DISTRICT RETIREES WITH RECEPTION MAY 11 
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MONTROSE REGIONAL CRIMESTOPPERS ALERT 

Montrose Regional Crimestoppers 
REGIONAL-Montrose Regional Crime 
Stoppers and the Montrose Police De-
partment are seeking the help of citizens 
to identify and locate the suspects in-
volved in a burglary. During the early 
morning hours of April 28th, 2017, two 

unknown suspects unlawfully entered 
Montrose High School. Once inside, the 
assailants damaged and stole multiple 
items. The extent of the theft and dam-
age is considerable and estimated at sev-
eral thousands of dollars. Despite efforts 
to conceal themselves, two individuals 

have been observed 
on High School secu-
rity footage. Please 
help us identify 
these individuals 
and deter crime in 
our community! 
Anyone with infor-
mation about this 

crime may call Crime Stoppers anony-
mously at 970-249-8500, use the mobile 
app,    P3 Tips or provide information via 
P3tips.com. Crime Stoppers wants your 
Information, not your identity. If the Tip 
results in an arrest, the caller may receive 
a substantial cash award. 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
CELEBRATE COLORADO PUBLIC LANDS DAY MAY 20 AT DALLAS CREEK PICNIC AREA 

Special to the Mirror 
RIDGWAY-On Saturday May 20, 2017: 
Come and Celebrate Colorado Public 
Lands Day at Ridgway State Park Dallas 
Creek Picnic Area. Join the Northern San 

Juan Broadband and Western Colorado 
Congress for a celebration of the first Col-
orado Public Lands Day. Pick your favorite 
activity—bike, hike, fish, paddle board, 
kayak, or just enjoy the day, and then 

meet at 2 p.m. to celebrate this historic 
event. WHY: Because we value and cher-
ish our public lands. Everyone is welcome. 
Info at northernsanjuanbroad-
band@gmail.com 

 

http://www.prospace.biz/
mailto:arthur@prospace.biz
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BROWN TELLS BOCC TO REMOVE 2 ITEMS FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Retired law enforcement pro-

fessional Nancy Medlock once again 
stepped forward to address the Montrose 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
during the time for public comment at the 
regular meeting May 1, noting a change of 
date for the Peace Officers Memorial Ser-
vice, which will be held May 17 at 10:30 
a.m. in Centennial Plaza. “This is a good 
way to show police officers that you do 
care.” 
  Dennis Olmstead also addressed the 
BOCC, expressing his ongoing concerns 
over the County’s Event Center project 
(see related story on event center fund-
ing).  

  Richard Harding spoke, and requested an 
apology from BOCC Chair Keith Caddy. 
Referring to an article by Caddy   on the 
county’s decision to repeal impact fees 
that appeared in a recent issue of the Mir-
ror, Harding said, “Everyone knows there 
is no way he could have written it.” Impact 
fees, “stand separate and apart from oth-
er fees,” Harding said. “Something a good 
county planner would know and under-
stand.” Harding called the article, “a bold-
faced lie perpetrated by the authors com-
missioned by Chairman Caddy,” and asked 
for Caddy to write an apology and submit 
it to the Mirror. 
  Also addressing commissioners was Rich 
Norenberg, who complained about the 
County Coroner’s performance and an-
nounced his intent to run for the office in 
the next election. “I am here to register a 
complaint against the coroner for malfea-
sance in office,” he said. “…I am the public 
and I do not trust him…he failed to leave 
the keys to my brother’s house with me 
though I am his representative and next 
door neighbor.” 
  Citizen gadfly Roger Brown asked the 
BOCC to remove two items from the Con-
sent Agenda so that he would review  
them. “I want to discuss items C3 and C5 
rather briefly…if you want to do it without 
taking them off the agenda I have no 
problem with that.” 
  Item C3 concerned “consideration and 
possible authorization for the Chairman’s 
signature on a check request in the 
amount of $12,121.52, reimbursing the 
Board of Trustees of Montrose Memorial 
Hospital for outside legal services.” Item 
C5 concerned the County’s Road & Bridge 
Dept. and “consideration and possible 
authorization for the Chairman’s signature 
on a Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween Montrose County and the City of 
Montrose for the exchange of equipment 
and/or personnel throughout the year.” 
  Commissioners approved the Consent 
Agenda without Items C3 and C5. 
  Council also approved General Business 
& Administrative items 1 and 2; No. 1 be-
ing Amendment No. 2 to the Montrose 
Regional Airport On-Call Aviation Planning 
Services Agreement dated 10/14/2015 

Citizen Gadfly Roger Brown addresses the 
Montrose BOCC May 1. 

Continued next page 

http://www.mastersviner.com/
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with CH2M Hill, Inc for Airport Improve-
ment Plan Project 3-08-0043-47-2016, not 
to exceed $15,992; and No. 2 being an 
addendum to the Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act application originally ap-
proved by the Board of County Commis-
sioners on 11/21/2016. 
  Items 3 and 4 under General Business 

were those removed from the Consent 
Agenda at the request of Roger Brown. 
Brown questioned the expense involved 
with Item 3. “There is not a lot of infor-
mation, and a very high billing rate…a to-
tal of $77,000 was paid in 2017 according 
to these numbers. Is this a reimbursement 
to the Montrose Hospital Board of Trus-
tees? What is this from?” 
  County Attorney Carolyn Clawson said 
that it had to do with ongoing litigation 
between the hospital and County.   “At 
some point there was an agreement to 
reimburse trustees for the litigation the 
Hospital filed against the County.” 
  Brown said, “It’s disturbing to be on the 
hook for $77,000 and ya’ll…don’t have 
anything to say about any of it…it just 
goes on and on.” 
  The litigation costs have risen to 
$800,000 since 2014, Commissioner Glen 
Davis said. “All three of us commissioners 
would like to see this go away; we only 

receive $3,000 a month from the hospital 
in rent for the facility. 
  “You have every right to be concerned 
Mr. Brown. This County has a right to be 
concerned.” 
  Clawson said that there are continuing 
difficulties with the hospital lease. “We 
are trying to get this straightened out, 
trying to work through what’s best for the 
County and for the people of the County.” 
Item D3 was approved, as was Item D4 
following general discussion. 
  A scheduled public hearing on the dedi-
cation of right-of-way for a portion of 
Highway 90 near the intersection of Pop-
lar Road for Gaunt Ranch LLC was contin-
ued until May 15. 
  The BOCC also voted to approve a re-
quest by Spring Creek Meadows Subdivi-
sion #2 to extend the time period to file 
the next filing of a Major Subdivision; the 
owner is Kansas Road Partners, LLC; Appli-
cant is Del-Mont Consultants, Inc.  

Rich Norenberg waits his turn to address the 
BOCC May 1. Norenburg announced his 
intent to run for Coroner next election. 

BROWN TELLS BOCC TO REMOVE 2 ITEMS FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

From previous page 
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By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Proclamations opened the 
May 2 regular city council meeting. Mayor 
Judy Ann Files proclaimed May 8-12 as 
Hospital Week; May 11-17 as National 
Police Week and National Police Day, and 
May 17th as Peace Officer Memorial Day. 
New Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License 
Application – City Attorney Stephen Al-
corn. 
  Kinikin Processing LLC, 1032 6450 Road, 
was granted a liquor license for consump-
tion on the licensed premises. Applicants 
Zach and Jennifer Prock will take the up-
coming alcohol server training class 
offered later this month. Serving beer and 
cocktails will complement a proposed out-
side grill, as well as the chili and BBQ cook-
offs. Jennifer said, “We think this will bring 

more business 
to Kinikin Pro-
cessing.” 
Resolution 
2017-05 – Sen-
ior Planner 
Garry Baker. 
  The proposed 
annexation is 
eight acres 
south of 6700 
Road and Mi-
ami. The own-
er intends to 
build a single 
family home 
and connect to 
city water, 
which necessi-

tates annexation into the city. The resolu-
tion puts in motion the schedule for hear-
ings on annexation and zoning. Approved 
unanimously.  
Ordinance 2417 (second reading) – Senior 
Planner Garry Baker and Director of Inno-
vation and Citizen Engagement Virgil 
Turner. 
   This ordinance grants conveyance of city 
owned property on Sunset Mesa (17.61 
acres) in exchange for property owned by 
the Adamson Family Trust (16.2 acres) off 
Anderson Road, west of the NuVista Credit 
Union. Turner cites benefits to the city as 
gaining sewer easements, completing the 
trail system and future alignment of the 
Rio Grande extension. Turner said, “You 
are giving us permission to dispose of this 
property.” Approved unanimously. 

Ordinance 2418 (first reading) - Senior 
Planner Garry Baker. 
  This ordinance amends a 20 plus-year-old 
zoning district from neighborhood shop-
ping to manufactured housing district. The 
property is located toward the southwest 
corner of 6700 Rd. and Landfill Rd. Baker 
said, “The existing home on the property 
burned down and the owner wants to 
replace it with manufactured housing. 
Staff and the Planning Commission are 
recommending approval.” Approved 
unanimously.  
Staff Reports: 
  Turner reported the three-year fiber con-
struction project with Region 10 is coming 
to a close. He said, “The Montrose schools 
and administration are all part of the an-
chor system.” There are 23 anchors, which 
include clinics, the hospital, and non-
profits (Habitat and Community Options). 
The city has partnered with Delta Mont-
rose Electric Association (DMEA) to help 
move Elevate Fiber into the community 
faster. “This is regional. It is not just the 
city that needs to be served by fiber.”  
  Bell reported that the city and the county 
are having combined monthly meeting 
with specific departments to discuss ways 
in which they might partner together in 
certain areas. The most recent meeting 
was with the road and bridge departments 
and the next meeting will be with the re-
spective finance departments.  Other an-
nouncements included the Youth Council’s 
San Juan Ave. street clean-up, Cerise Park 
clean-up, crime stoppers update, and 
opening day for baseball, which is May 13. 

Mayor Judy Ann Files officially proclaims the week of May 8 -12, 2017 as 
Hospital Week. Accepting the proclamation on behalf of Montrose Memori-
al Hospital are Chief Operating Officer Joyce Beck (L) and Director of Mar-
keting and Public Relations Leann Tobin (R). Photo by Gail Marvel. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK WILL BE MAY 11-17 

https://www.facebook.com/DMediciFootwearClothing/
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RIVERSIDE SCHOOL STUDENTS TO GATHER JUNE 10;  

OLD SCHOOL BUILDING TO BE TORN DOWN 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Riverside began as a D&RG 
Railroad whistle stop just south of Mont-
rose. “If any of the residents needed to 
stop the train to load cream, eggs or pro-
duce, they would wave their handker-
chiefs and the train would stop just long 
enough to take on the load,” Authors Mar-
ilyn Cox and Cathleen M. Norman write in 
their book, Montrose Take A Closer Look: 
A Walking Tour Guide (Preservation Pub-
lishing, 2006). Today, little remains of Riv-
erside besides the old Grange Hall and the 
little school at 18265 Hwy 550—and the 
school will soon be torn down. 
  To honor and remember the Riverside 
School and the community it served, three 
former students are inviting Riverside 
alumni from across the country to return 
home for one last old school celebration. 
  “Lots of people are coming from out of 
state,” said Diana Soong who is helping to 
organize the June 10 Party at the Riverside 
School playground. “We’ll have a potluck 
picnic, and everybody should bring their 
own dinner ware, chairs and drinks.” 
  Though the current building dates to 
1945, the Riverside School has been in 
existence in one form or another since 
around 1896, said Starbuck. “It’s going to 

be torn down 
sometime this 
summer,” said 
Starbuck, who 
attended the River-
side School in 
grades one through 
7. “The schools 
were consolidated 
after that,” she 
said. “But there are 
a whole lot of past 
Riverside students 
in this area—
Senator Don Co-
ram went there 
too. He rode my 
school bus way 
back when.” 
  Putting the party 
together has in-
volved some detec-
tive work for Star-
buck and her sister 

Karen Dunlap. The two are being assisted 
by a friend in Colorado Springs as well. 
“We have contacted more than 200 peo-
ple,” Starbuck said. “But it’s not work. This 
is fun!” 
Attendees should plan to bring an old 
school picture if they have one. 
  “This was such a strong community for 
years,” Starbuck said. “Very close knit.” 
Former Riverside teachers are sought as 
well, she said, adding that though River-
side had numerous educators, Otto Von 
Hagen stands out in her own mind as one 
of the greatest. “He was a very caring, 
multi-talented individual,” she said. “He 
taught us music-every Friday morning he 
would pull out the songbook, get out the 
piano and he taught us songs.” 
  Starbuck, who is almost 67, also has fond 
memories of the Riverside school bus driv-
er and his wife, who cooked for the stu-
dents. “That woman could put out the 
best meals!” 
  The Riverside School celebration will be 
held on the grounds of the school, from 10 
a.m. until “whenever,” said Starbuck, who 
comes by her love of local history and 
community naturally. She and Dunlap are 
the daughters of Montrose Daily Press 
journalist and historian Dona Freeman, 

now 87. And yes, “She will be there,” Star-
buck said. 
said Diana Soong who is helping to organ-
ize the June 10 party at the Riverside 
School playground. “We’ll have a potluck 
picnic, and everybody should bring their 
own dinner ware, chairs and drinks.” 
  Though the current building dates to 
1945, the Riverside School has been in 
existence in one form or another since 
around 1896. “It’s going to be torn down 
sometime this summer,” said Soong, who 
attended the Riverside School in grades 
one through 7. “The schools were consoli-
dated after that,” she said. “But there are 
a whole lot of past Riverside students in 
this area—Senator Don Coram went there 
too. He rode my school bus way back 
when.” 
  Putting the party together has involved 
some detective work for Soong and her 
sister Karen Dunlap. The two are being 
assisted by a friend in Colorado Springs as 
well. “We have contacted more than 200 
people,” Soong said. “But it’s not work. 
This is fun!” 
  Attendees should plan to bring an old 
school picture if they have one. 
  “This was such a strong community for 
years,” Soong said. “Very close knit.” 
Former Riverside teachers are sought as 
well, she said, adding that though River-
side had numerous educators, Otto Von 
Hagen stands out in her own mind as one 
of the greatest.  
  “He was a very caring, multi-talented 
individual,” she said. “He taught us music-
every Friday morning he would pull out 
the songbook, get out the piano and he 
taught us songs.” 
  Soong, who is almost 67, also has fond 
memories of the Riverside school bus driv-
er and his wife, who cooked for the stu-
dents. “That woman could put out the 
best meals!” The Riverside School celebra-
tion will be held on the grounds of the 
school, from 10 a.m. until “whenever,” 
said Soong, who comes by her love of lo-
cal history and community naturally.   She 
and Dunlap are the daughters of Montrose 
Daily Press journalist and historian Dona 
Freeman, now 87.  
  And yes, “She will be there June 10,” 
Soong said. 

Mrs. Kroak’s 3rd grade class, 1971-72. Back: Elizabeth Mebane; Trudi 

Sanburg; Steve Armstrong; David Schroff; Andy Maskie; Mark Wimer; 

Bill Sutherland; Troy Brown; Mrs. Kroak; and Tina Bingham. Front: 

Leanna Watson; Lucy Winters; Matt Fletcher; Laurel Woods; Lori Wold; 

Clinton Sanders; Eric Wilcox; Greg Freeman; and Rick Veatch. Courtesy 

photo Karen Dunlap. 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE— Montrose County is proud 
to announce Stephen Tullos as the new 
Health and Human Services (HHS) Direc-
tor.  Tullos will oversee all programs to 
include Adult Services, Child Welfare, Eligi-
bility, Child Support, Nurse Family Partner-
ship, Health Programs (Family Planning, 
WIC, Immunizations), Environment Health 
and Emergency Preparedness & Re-
sponse.   
  "Stephen has decades of Public Health 

experience and is ideally suited for our 
Health and Human Services operations in 
Montrose County." said County Manager 
Ken Norris.  “We were very fortunate to 
attract him to come work for Montrose 
County. He has been heavily involved in 
activities and meetings with staff and 
County Commissioners and he is already 
doing a great job.” 
   Stephen received his BS degree in Biolo-
gy from Harding University in Arkansas, 
and went on to earn his Master’s Degree 

in Public Policy Administration from the 
University of Missouri. Most recently, Ste-
phen was the Director and Health Officer 
for Yavapai County Community Health 
Services in Prescott, Arizona. In 2016, he 
led the Public Health Department to PHAB 
Accreditation and also served as the Chair-
man of Northland Cares Board of Direc-
tors for an HIV/AIDS treatment facility. 
   Outside of the office, Stephen likes to 
spend his free time golfing, fishing, and he 
is an avid reader. 

STEPHEN TULLOS NAMED MONTROSE COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DIRECTOR 

 

http://www.centermh.org/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

INVESTIGATION INTO NUCLA EXLOSION IS ONGOING 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-On May 4th, at approximately 11:15 pm, a Montrose County Sheriff’s Office Deputy responded to 432 Fox Street in 
Nucla, CO on a report of a structure fire and explosion. When the Deputy arrived, the Nucla Naturita Fire Department was on sce-
ne. The Deputy spoke with the resident of the home. The resident told the Deputy he smelled the odor of gas in the home and 
walked to the fire station to make a report. The resident then went back to the home and attempted to locate the source of the gas 
smell. The resident said as he was exiting the home there was an explosion inside. The resident was not injured. The surrounding 
homes were evacuated as a precautionary measure. There were no injuries. The home was a total loss. The investigation is ongo-
ing. 

 

mailto:j9publishing@gmail.com
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 FERGUSON JOINS LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE- The Montrose Regional Li-
brary District (MRLD) added Derrick Fergu-
son to the Board of Trustees. Ferguson 
joins board members Emily Schneider 
(chair), Pam Baer, Caroline Evans, Ed Hag-
ins and Dave Segal.  
Friends of the Library (FOL) Report – Dave 
Segal and MRLD Executive Director Paul 
Paladino. 
  The FOL agreed to donate $10,000 for 
the purchase a new microfilm reader 
printer. The current equipment, which 
was also donated by FOL, is estimate to be 
between 10 to 15 years-old and runs on 
Microsoft XP. 
  As an example of the library’s microfilm 
collection Paladino said, “We have all of 
the Daily Press and early Montrose news-
papers on microfilm. We started in the 
1800’s and once we get up to 1933 we will 
have to negotiate with the Daily Press on 
copyrights. On microfilm if you want to 
find an obituary you just about need to 
know when they died. If it were digital it 
would be easier to find.”  
Librarian’s Report - Executive Director 
Paul Paladino. 
  Paladino suggested an educational plan 
for board meetings which would include 
an overview of the Public Library Stand-
ards. “In order to stay as a recognized 
public library we need to meet the defini-
tion of a library district.” One requirement 
for the designation is to have paid staff, as 
opposed to being managed by volunteers.   
  On May 2nd there will be a walk-through 
of the facility to see what type of schedul-
ing will be needed for the new fiber instal-
lation. Paladino said, “We could be closed 
for a day or two, or a week. We have a 
plan to stay open with minimal service, 
but we’ll see if our plan matches up with 
the vendor’s plan.” The installation is ex-

pected to start the middle of May.  
  When asked about patron use of technol-
ogy Paladino said, “A rough guess off the 
top of my head is 60 to 70 percent come 
for books; 40 to 50 percent come for tech-
nology (internet).” 
Committee Reports: 
PR & Outreach – Dave Segal 
  On June 7th the board will do a presenta-
tion at the Heidi’s Forum and take the 
pulse of the community to see if there is 
support for a mill levy increase ballot is-
sue.  
  The library board held a slogan contest 
and the winner, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, donated their $25 winnings 
to the Children’s Department. The new 
official library slogan, “Find it Here,” was 
adopted.  
Old Business:  
  Third graders at Olathe met with Paladi-
no to work on a civics project with the 
underlying questions, “How do we get 

people in Olathe to read? And how do we 
get books in Olathe?”  
  Paladino said, “Up until 2000 we had a 
branch library in Olathe. We were spend-
ing $50,000 to $60,000 a year with 12 or 
fewer patrons a month. It didn’t make 
sense and the Olathe Town Council and 
the district decided to close the branch.” 
Paladino will meet again with the students 
to hear their ideas.  
  Paladino reported that since the reces-
sion of 2008 he sees a direct correlation 
between library use and purchasing new 
materials.  
  Evans said, “New stuff is more inviting. 
Are we getting the message out that we 
have electronic books?” The messaging in 
not what it should be; however, the six 
biggest publishers will not sell to libraries. 
Generally speaking Paladino said, “The 
people who use the library don’t buy 
books; those who buy books from the 
publisher don’t use the library.”  

Derrick Ferguson (L) is the most recent appointment to the Montrose Regional Library Dis-
trict Board of Trustees. Candidate Lee Ann Riddoch (R) is scheduled for an interview with the 
county commissioners for potential appointment to the board. Photo by Gail Marvel. 
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At the request of Councilman Roy Ander-
son, City Manager Bill Bell and City Attor-
ney Stephen Alcorn prepared a draft 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
for the city and the DDA. However, this 
document too was given to council at the 
beginning of the meeting and once again 
the council was not fully prepared to dis-
cuss the document.  
  Setting the stage for the discussion: Six 
weeks earlier, March 21, 2017, the city 
manager put an ordinance on the city 
council agenda to dissolve the DDA. 
Caught off guard the DDA board scram-
bled to not only save the entity, but to 
move it forward with the list of 15 recom-
mendations.  
  The draft MOU stemmed from Council-
man Anderson’s research of the city web 
site where he uncovered plans and sur-
veys dating back to 2003, 2007, 2009 and 
2012. Anderson said, “These studies were 
done and never moved forward. I thought 
the plans were incredible and represent a 
lot of time and money. They’ve withered 
on the vine.” Detailed books, which repre-
sented a lot of brainpower and expense, 
were also compiled, “And no one bought 
them. There are photo renditions and 
some neat ideas. My hope is that we 
don’t destroy anything, but go back and 
see how we can make it happen. It’s really 
a brilliant document that I think is a ter-
rific resource. Maybe we can reenergize 
it.”  
  In a cursory read of the 15 recommenda-
tions from the DDA and the city’s draft 
MOU it was felt that both were similar in 
scope and could be meshed together. In 
both documents the Main Street Program 
would be managed by the city and not the 
DDA. 
  Councilman David Romero said, “I see 
the MOU and the DDA recommendations, 
but I’m not seeing if this allows the DDA 
to hire a director.” 
  Describing the city’s draft MOU, Bell 
said, “The DDA will have the TIF (Tax In-
crement Finance) funds to spend on any-
thing they want, but there is a $25,000 
cap on wages and salaries.” Bell deter-
mined that $25,000 would be enough for 
the DDA to hire, “…someone to just an-
swer the phone. The city staff will do the 

administrative work and we have already 
provided space at the Proximity Center 
for a DDA person.” Under the city’s draft 
MOU, the DDA would not be allowed to 
hire an executive director.  
  It was decided that the city manager and 
DDA chair Kirk Hartman would meet to 
find agreement and compromise in order 
to bring the issue back at the next work 
session and regular council meeting. Bell 
said, “My preference is to resolve this 
quickly so the DDA can move on with 
plans.” 
Alcohol Permits for Main Street Events – 
Program Coordinator Stacy Ryan and City 
Clerk Lisa DelPiccolo. 
  Alcohol permits will be needed for the 
beer gardens for both Ride the Rockies 
and the Fourth of July Parade. Ryan ex-
plained the location, hours of activities, 
downtown street closures and four 
shuttles that will be running throughout 
the day.  
  Referencing the recent issue of the 
Montrose Mirror Councilman Dave Bow-
man said, “Yes, I have been hired by the 
OBT (Office of Business and Tourism). I am 
being paid $500. We will have live music 
starting at 2 p.m.”  
  The OBT, which is a department of the 
City of Montrose, ran an ad in the Mont-
rose Daily Press (January 29/30) for pro-
fessional music production services for 
Ride the Rockies and FUNC Fest. The city 
received no applications and the OBT 
hired Councilman Bowman for the music 
production service for both events at 
$500 for each, for a total contract of 
$1,000.  
  For Ride the Rockies Ryan is looking for 
vendors and non-profits who want to do 
fund raisers in conjunction with the activi-
ties.  
  She said, “My door is not being beaten 
down with vendors right now. We’re try-
ing to get the word out through the cham-
ber. The field has been set, now we need 
to get people to come out and play.” 
Panorama View Addition Annexation – 
Senior Planner Garry Baker. 
  The proposed annexation is eight acres 
south of 6700 Road and Miami. Baker 
said, “I’ve got all the pieces in place and 
there is no issue with future road align-

ment.” Hearing dates will be set for zon-
ing and annexation with the second hear-
ing scheduled for July 18.  
Banner Road Property Lease Amendment 
– Director of Innovation and Citizen En-
gagement Virgil Turner. 
  There are four domestic water taps on 
the city owned property and the original 
lease called for a $5,000 deposit to be 
held in escrow. Since the tenant has no 
need for domestic water the taps will be 
sealed and the lease agreement amended 
to require $200 in escrow. If at some 
point the tenant needs domestic water 
the taps would be unsealed and he would 
be required to put the additional $4,800 
in escrow.  
General City Council Discussion: 
  The June 19th work session and the June 
20th regular council meetings are can-
celled because council will be attending 
the Colorado Municipal League (CML) 
conference.    
  The July 3rd work session and the July 4th 
regular council meetings are cancelled 
because of the Fourth of July holiday.  
  Bell gave an update on the recent home-
less forum and noted that some commu-
nity members are pushing for a perma-
nent homeless shelter. However, many 
municipalities are looking at Colorado 
Springs as an example for best practices. 
Bell said, “In an upcoming work session 
we’ll see what we want to do. We don’t 
have to do anything. How much of our 
resources do we want to see put forth? I 
don’t have a recommendation for you 
yet.”  
  A new Facebook page has been imple-
mented for the city. 
  Hoyadi, a new Japanese steakhouse on 
main street, should be open by the end of 
the month.  
  The school district is now promoting the 
Safe2Tell program and since the presenta-
tion two calls have been received. 
  The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) will 
have their first board meeting on May 11th 
at 5 p.m.  
  The group will elect a chair and plans are 
to meet monthly for six months. 
  The Montrose Regional Council of Gov-
ernments (MRCOG) will meet May 9 9-
11:30 a.m. in council chambers. 

BELL SEEKS $25k CAP ON DDA SALARIES, WAGES @  WORK SESSION 

From page 1 
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 BOCC EXPLORES OPTIONS FOR EVENT CENTER FUNDING 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Four options were on the 
table when the Montrose County board of 
Commissioners met for a work session on 
May 2 to discuss options for financing the 
County’s Arena/Event Center project, 
which is presently under construction.  
  Option A, recommended by County 
staff, includes $5.5 million in financing, 
$1,000,000 in grant funding, and a 
$4,069,817 contribution from the County’s 
General Fund toward the $10.6 million 
project. 
  Option B includes $4 million in financing, 
$1,000,000 in grant funding, and a 
$5,569,817 contribution from the County’s 
General Fund toward the $10.6 million 
project. 
  Option C includes $1,000,000 in grant 
funding, an outside contribution of 
$879,543 and a contribution of $4,030,908 
from the County’s General Fund toward 
the $10.6 million project. 
  Option D includes $4 million in financing, 
$1,000,000 in grant funding, and a contri-
bution of $4 million from the County’s 
General Fund toward the $9 million pro-
ject. 
  All four projects have a term of 25 years. 
Commissioners were presented with 2017 
debt structure options as well, with such 
considerations as whether to combine or 
separate financing for the County’s Road 

& Bridge facility and  Event Center pro-
jects; whether to issue tax exempt or par-
tially taxable debt; and what property 
should be used as collateral to fund the 
Events Center. Pros and Cons were pre-
sented on all options by staff so as to facil-
itate decision making. 
  County Finance Director Cindy Bennet 
and Assistant Director Lanny Paulson pre-
sented the information to commissioners, 
with Bennet noting that $112,000 had 
been added to the project total to include 
permit costs not originally included. 
  Commissioner Roger Rash expressed 
strong concerns over cost overruns. “A 
$1.6 million cost overrun is almost 20 per-
cent,” Rash said, asking, “What is our fidu-
ciary responsibility for overrunning these 
contracts for this amount of money?…
staying within our budget—that’s being 
fiduciarily responsible. “Overrunning our 
budget is not being conservative.” 
  Commissioner Glen Davis said, “It’s not 
that the project wasn’t planned…we put it 
in our 2017-2018 budgets…whatever it is, 
it is spilled milk. 
“We build it, we get through it, we move 
on.” 
  Paulson stressed the importance of 
choosing the right option. For the purpos-
es of long range planning, “this all affects 
financing and affects our budget availabil-
ity going forward,” Paulson said. “We 

want a long-term perspective on it.” 
  Rash expressed some frustration with an 
article that recently appeared in the Mont-
rose Mirror, concerning comments made 
in a private forum by former County Com-
missioner David White and former Assis-
tant County Manager Dave Laursen about 
the arena project. 
  “Can we talk about financing please?” 
asked County Government Affairs Director 
Jon Waschbusch. 
  “Not until I know my fiduciary responsi-
bility,” Rash said. “Cost overruns…I have a 
problem with it folks. This is less of a facili-
ty for the same amount of money.” 
  “We can go back and forth until we are 
blue in the face,” Davis said. “But there 
are people here to help us do the project; 
I would rather listen to them than to you.” 
  Waschbusch, armed with a copy of code 
requirements, attempted to discuss details 
of the project. “We need to have a conver-
sation about parking for this facility…what 
are we going to do when there hundreds 
of cars at the site? How are we going to 
light that area?” 
  Roughly $139,000 is needed for lighting 
and $500 for parking that “until today had 
not been put in place,” Waschbusch said. 
 With Rash and Davis clearly at odds, Cad-
dy stressed the need for cooperation. 
  “Ok that’s it,” he said. “I don’t wanna 
hear any more. We’ve gotta move past it 
and get with the program. We can’t just 
argue and fight; we know a lot of stuff was 
done wrong from the beginning.” 
  Bennet pointed out that Option C, pre-
sented by Davis, “is not really considered a 
viable option at this point.”      
  Option D, preferred by Rash, would limit 
the county to the types of events already 
being hosted at Friendship Hall.   “You 
would not have the facilities needed to 
hold the other types of activities outlined 
in the business plan,” said Fairgrounds 
Manager Emily Sanchez, who noted that 
Friendship Hall presently brings in reve-
nues of around $45,000 to $50,000 per 
year, and that a new sound system is of 
“huge” importance to the success of the 
new Event Center. 
  Though Option A is preferred and Option 

Continued next page 

Dee Laird takes notes as the Montrose County Board of Commissioners discusses options for 
funding the County’s Event Center project, now under construction. 
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D equates to “cutting off your nose to 
spite your face,” the finance department 
could work with either option, Paulson 
said. 
  “The new Board has been painted into a 
really ugly corner; I ran on a platform of 
being a financial conservative. A $2 million 
cost overrun is not doing that in my 
book,” Rash said. 
  Whether or not to keep the financing for 
the County’s Road & Bridge facility and 
the new Event Center separate for bond-
ing purposes was also a matter of discus-
sion. “There are pros and cons to both,” 
Bennet said. “Doing one issuance is cheap-
er than doing two.” 
  Using existing County buildings as collat-
eral for the event center was considered. 
Sheriff Rick Dunlap questioned how the 
possible use of the County Justice Center 
as collateral would impact the possibility 

of moving forward with a new jail, an es-
sential community need. 
  Rash asked the Finance Department to 
bring the BOCC information on separating 
the financing of the Road & Bridge facility 
and the Event Center projects. “One is a 
need, one is a want.” 
  Davis suggested the possible use of the 
County’s South Campus as collateral. 
  Rash suggested that the “pay as you go” 
method used to build Friendship Hall 
would be a more “prudent” use of funds. 
“We would build as we can afford to 
build.” 
  Caddy asked Clawson to check on stat-
ute; “to see if we can do anything but 
(Option) D,” and reminded staff and com-
missioners to expect another emergency 
work session. 
  “Be ready for Sunday afternoon!” Caddy 
said. “We are like Congress. We are going 

to get ‘er done.” 
County Attorney Carolyn Clawson prom-
ised to research the statutory impacts of 
cost overruns, and reminded commission-
ers that other major capital projects, such 
as the jail, will need to be undertaken by 
the County in the near future. “Those will 
probably require some financing.” 
  Rash, who spoke with the Mirror follow-
ing the work session, explained his con-
cerns about moving forward without a full 
understanding of the impacts, but also 
stressed the need to move quickly. 
  “Keith and I are trying to abide by stat-
utes,” he said. “We can’t approve a 20 
percent cost overrun—this is not the way 
we do business. 
  “But every day we are flirting with disas-
ter,” Rash said.  
  “Even one point on interest could crush 
us.” 

BOCC EXPLORES OPTIONS FOR EVENT CENTER FUNDING 

From previous pg 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE– The Town of Moun-
tain Village will hold a Regular Municipal 
Election June 27 to elect three Town 
Council Members. To qualify one must be 
a registered elector who has maintained 
legal residency with the town for at least 
120 days immediately preceding the June 
27 election. A Letter of Intent and Candi-
date Biographical Information Sheet must 
be submitted via email by May 12 to the 
Clerk’s Office 
at mailto:mvclerk@mtnvillage.org. To 
learn more, vis-
it townofmountainvillage.com/election. 
   The three Town Council seats up for 
election are currently held by coun-

cilmembers Cath Jett, Marty McKinley and 
Michelle Sherry. Jett is termed out after 
serving two, four-year terms. She first 
served on Council in 2009 and as mayor 
pro-tem from July 2013 to June 2015. 
Councilmember McKinley has decided not 
to pursue a second term and has served as 
mayor pro-tem since July 2015. He joined 
Council in March of 2014 by appointment, 
filling the seat of former Councilmember 
Richard Child. Sherry, who is eligible to 
serve another four-year term, said she has 
yet to decide if she will run again. She was 
first elected to serve on Council in 2013. 
The last regular municipal election held in 
2015 had one of its biggest turn outs with 
13 candidates vying for four open seats. 

Once elected, the new Council will con-
vene July 20. 
   In Mayor Dan Jansen's April Mayor's 
Minute correspondence he encouraged 
anyone with interest in local government 
to consider stepping up and throwing 
their hat in the ring.  "The experience is 
fun, it will deepen your knowledge of the 
community, and I would be more than 
happy to speak to anyone with interest in 
running."  Ballots will be mailed to regis-
tered voters between June 5 and June 12, 
and may be returned either by mail or in 
person to Town Hall, located at 455 
Mountain Village Blvd., by or before June 
27 to be counted. On Election Day, polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE HOLDS ELECTION JUNE 27 FOR THREE OPEN TOWN COUNCIL SEATS 

 

http://www.montrose.mobi/
http://townofmountainvillage.com/election
http://townofmountainvillage.com/election
mailto:mvclerk@mtnvillage.org
http://townofmountainvillage.com/election
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#THISPLACEMATTERS: SHARE MONTROSE! From pg 1 

1. Pick your place (any structure in Mont-
rose County that holds a special place in 
your heart and you feel it’s important to 
preserve).  
2. Get your sign (stop by the Museum to 
pick up an official ‘This Place Matters’ sign, 
visit SavingPlaces.org/ThisPlaceMatters to 
download and print, or get crafty and cre-
ate your own). 
3. Snap a photo (take a photo, selfies are 
totally OK, with your sign that clearly 
showcases the place that matters to you. 
Share your photos on social media. As you 
spread the word about Preservation 
Month, make sure to use the 
#ThisPlaceMatters and #MontroseHistory 
hashtags). 
  While the national campaign was started 
last year, this is the first year that our mu-
seum was able to participate.  “I’m hoping 
that it will take off in the community,” 
Johnson said.  “I want to have another 
event next year and I hope it will grow 
enough that people will say, ‘I can’t wait 
for May, so I can take this photo [to share 
this place] and it will be part of something 
important.’  I hope it picks up and floods 
the Montrose Message Board and our 
Facebook Page so people get to see our 
local history.  We have nine registered 
historical buildings in city limits and peo-
ple seem to forget about that.” 
  Another reason for the campaign is to 

help spread some positive news about 
local history.  “After the Painted Rocks 
incident, my daughter and I felt that the 
community had been kind of down and 
needed something positive,” Johnson 
said.  “My daughter said, ‘With all the neg-
ativity online, what can we do to add 
something positive?’  I wanted this cam-
paign to target the younger crowd [that 
were hit hard by the Painted Rocks inci-
dent] and say, ‘This is a way you can make 
a positive impact.’” 
  Johnson tries to share the posts she finds 
on the Museum’s website, Facebook Page 
and the Montrose Message Board.  She 
also likes to pull in historical ‘before’ pho-
tos to show what someplace looks like 
today compared to long ago.  “It’s a cool 
way to document the changes in town,” 
she said.  “If people use the 
#MontroseHistory hashtag, then if some-
one visits Montrose the photos will show 
under ‘History’, which helps put us on the 
map as a place that cares about our histo-
ry.” 
  An unexpected benefit from the cam-
paign for Johnson is discovering hidden 
history in Montrose County.  “A lady 
called and asked if she could participate 
with her home,” Johnson said.  “I told her 
of course she can and learned that she 
lives in a stone house built in the 1890s on 
the north side of town.  I didn’t realize it 

was there, so I’m getting to learn about 
new historical places in town.” 
  The goal for the campaign, at least for 
the Montrose Museum, is to get people 
interested in the amazing local history we 
have here.  “I’m hope that people will 
come in to the Museum to learn more 
about a particular building,” Johnson ex-
plained.  “I want to help the younger gen-
eration get interested in history and hav-
ing fun with it.  It all goes back to helping 
people realize how much history we have 
in town.” 
   “Just stop by, get sign, and post a selfie.” 
  For more information, call the Montrose 
County Historical Museum at 249-2085 or 
visit www.savingplaces.org/
thisplacematters. 

Clay Greathouse demonstrates that 
#thisplacematters to him. Photo by Liesl 
Greathouse. 

http://www.xceleratevitality.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

STILL WAITING FOR THAT APOLOGY FROM THE BOCC CHAIR 

Dear Editor: 
While waiting for the apology I demanded 
of County Commission Chairman Keith 
Caddy at the Board of County Commis-
sioners meeting on May 1st, for the lies in 
an article he commissioned, I have some 
time on my hands. Only being able to edu-
cate Caddy and Rash in three-minute dos-
es, I am way ahead of schedule on prepar-
ing their lessons. The difference between 
myself and Roger Rash, my “truth” is well 
documented and comes from their own 
records that they were too incompetent, 
(a nice word rather than stupid), to re-
search. 
   Several people have asked me why I am 
going after Caddy and Rash. The answer is 
quite simple and pretty much summed up 
in a quote attributed to Thomas Jefferson: 
"When government fears the people, 
there is liberty. When the people fear the 
government, there is tyranny." The look 
on the faces of the county employees is 
nothing short of pitiful! The first 100 days 
of this monarchy has destroyed faith and 
confidence in local government and put 
fear in the hearts of the county employees 
who are not part of the “inner circle.” In 
other words anybody associated with the 
elimination of Roger Rash’s wife’s job in 
the Treasurer’s Office that Caddy and Rash 
have jurisdiction over, are already gone. 
So much for due process? 
   Being a Vietnam Era Vet, with a sense of 

duty to my country, I have worked closely 
with the county for over 20 years, as a 
volunteer in various capacities on boards, 
committees, and answering the call when-
ever a commissioner or staff had a histori-
cal question. The county employees are a 
great group of people and working togeth-
er we have restored faith and confidence 
in county government, a giant task.   
Watching all of that destroyed by inexperi-
enced and incompetent new commission-
ers is a tough pill to swallow, and it isn’t 
going down well, at all. 
  All one has to do is look at what Caddy 
and Rash have done over the past 20 years 
in service to this community, that they 
didn’t get a fat pay check for, to see that 
they lack any appreciation for what the 
citizens working in harmony with commis-
sioners can achieve. Clue...they haven't 
done ANYTHING, except collect a govern-
ment check for the bureaucratic jobs they 
used to hold! 
  The Office of County Commissioner was 
something that people respected at one 
time, because the individuals holding that 
Office had a sense of duty to the public 
with a full understanding of what it means 
to be part of a republican, or, representa-
tive form of government. Those days are 
gone, along with the respect. If Montrose 
County wasn’t already the laughing stock 
of the state, as a result of the last time we 
had two career bureaucrats on the Board 

at the same time, we are advertising now! 
BTW, the last time we had two career bu-
reaucrats on the BOCC proved to be the 
costliest in terms of causing litiga-
tions……….and it isn’t over yet! 
  I, officially, requested documents related 
to secret meeting(s) Caddy and Rash held 
on April 10th, documents pertaining to the 
“truth” that is only in the possession of 
Roger Rash that somehow justifies all of 
this insanity going on and documents justi-
fying County Planner Steve White’s state-
ments on April 3rd made to Caddy and 
Rash on why impact fees should be elimi-
nated. Either divine intervention or aliens 
controlling their minds has resulted in 
absolutely no documents generated in any 
of these three instances! Not quite sure if 
it is yet another lie, aliens or just a mira-
cle? None the less, it appears the citizens 
of Montrose County are not entitled to 
justification of actions by Caddy and Rash. 
When civility goes out the door and the 
Chairman of the Board of County Commis-
sioners can fire employees he has never 
even spoken to or worked with, overturn a 
decade of public policy, (promises made to 
the public in exchange for voting on sales 
taxes), without the least bit of historical 
research and then commission an article 
attacking a private citizen with bold faced 
lies, well, you know, all is fair in love and 
war! 
Richard Harding, Olathe 
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By Timothy Storrs, Montrose Philosopher 
MONTROSE-The rules have changed, with the internet (internet 101: no one cares 'who' we are). 
Labels are meaningless at best, Troll bait at Worst.. opinions have to be articulated to be heard on the internet; no one is going to 
believe anyone JUST because you say it is so… too many groups are kicking people out who do not agree, showing that 'Authority' 
is NOT Reason, (the 'because i said so' mentality). In its ideals, a political party is a coalition of like-minded people with a focus on 

the same ideals. BUT, to be best representative 
of Every American’s Ideals, there would be 
MORE parties not less, as subscribing to a single 
party’s beliefs can work against you in certain 
situations. There has to be fluidity, to get behind 
the ideals we want without having to follow oth-
er ideals we do not want. We want to solve is-
sues, not make it about 'WHO' is better.. 
THIS is how the rules have changed.. 
attack the argument, NOT the person,  
No one cares until you care."  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

DOUBLE DUMP TRUCK ROLLOVER ON LAWSON HILL 

San Miguel County Sheriff 
SAN MIGUEL COUNTY-On May 1 the San Miguel Sheriff’s Office Dep-
uties assisted the Colorado State Patrol (CSP) with a two vehicle 
accident on HWY 145 at the top of Lawson Hill. A dump truck haul-
ing a load down the hill hit the back of another dump truck in front 
of it, causing both trucks to roll over.  
   A deputy was told that, prior to hitting the other dump truck, the 
driver of the dump truck avoided a passenger vehicle. One truck 
stayed on the highway while the other was forced off the road and 
through the guardrail where it came to rest at the top of the hill. 
   Both drivers were transported to the TMC for what was believed 
to be non-life threatening injuries. The CSP is investigating the acci-
dent. 

Courtesy photo. 

NO ONE CARES UNTIL YOU CARE...ARGUMENT IN THE DIGITAL AGE 

Call Dave Fullerton @  

970-209-1428 for 

Montrose Mirror ad 

rates and information! 
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SPEND SATURDAY DOWNTOWN! THE MONTROSE  

FARMERS MARKET MOVES OUTDOORS FOR THE SEASON 

By Rachel Boschen 
MONTROSE-Looking to the horizon of 
their 40-year anniversary, the Western 
Slope’s oldest Farmers Market--in Mont-
rose Colorado--is a “business incubator,” 
says Farmers Market Board President, 

John Mercer of Life Cycle Pastures. Small 
businesses gain a foothold to sell their 
produce and other prepackaged goods at 
the Montrose Farmer’s Market, which is 
run by a board of eight “volunteers and 
one part time staff… a mix of vendors and 

community members.”   
  They not only incubate small businesses 
so they can become larger businesses, 
says John, but they are huge community 
supporters by offering SNAP and Double 
SNAP to citizens. SNAP is the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
better known as Food Stamps.  
  Double SNAP is exactly as it sounds, SNAP 
holders can double their food stamp 
worth when shopping at the Montrose 
Farmers Market every Saturday. They fos-
ter a family friendly environment with live 
music, hula-hoops, tasty fruits and pre-
pared foods from bakeries and food trucks 
local to Montrose. They want to create an 
environment where people can come and 
“hang out” says John, not just buy food.     
  There are some boundaries that the Mar-
ket faces. “We have to change our angle 
with them I guess.” Says John about Mont-
rose City Government’s lack of monetary 
support for the Market. Yet, when I asked 
John if the city has been helpful he says 
“Very. The City’s been great. We don’t get 
a whole lot of support from the city, mon-
ey wise… we don’t get any” but he said, 
they will be the first to apply for funding 
from the Business and Tourism depart-
ment in October this year for next year’s 

Continued next page 

The Montrose Farmers Market is a great place to shop, visit with friends, find out what’s 
new or just hang out. Courtesy photo. 
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funding. The 
Farmers Market 
is funded 
through local 

businesses such as Dynamic Integration 
and Alpine Bank and through grants from 
the Live Well and Valley Food Partnership 
foundations. With around thirty vendors, 
the Farmer’s Market is growing but is con-

strained by space issues in 
Centennial Plaza and further 
plans to expand are in the 
infantile stages of planning 
with the board. Maybe we can 
expect expansion for the forty
-year anniversary.   
Farmer’s Market Manager, 

Daniel Burris is the newest member of the 
board and his first idea to help the market 
grow is to “integrate their marketing com-
munications.” He’s not “fully confident” 
that people know that the Farmers Market 
takes SNAP and has the Double SNAP pro-
gram, which is a great way to get young 
families, their target audience, to the Mar-
ket. He tells me they will be using all the 

social media platforms they can, so let’s 
keep our eye on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. This year we can expect more 
vendors and more prepared foods like 
baked goods, burritos and some food 
trucks. They allow day vendors to drop in 
and sell their own produce, a good way for 
small gardeners to make a small profit on 
their produce. The Farmer’s Market offers 
a bright and fun way to spend a Saturday, 
with live music and fresh foods. Located 
on Cascade and Main Street, the first out-
door market was Saturday, May 13.  Kick 
off your summer with this community 
strengthening event and don’t forget to 
check out the Facebook page @Montrose-
FarmersMarket.  

FARMERS MARKET MOVES OUTDOORS FOR THE SEASON 

From previous page 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & CULTURE 

WEEHAWKEN COMPANY DANCE PERFORMING THE JUNGLE BOOK ON 

MAY 13 AT WRIGHT OPERA HOUSEE IN OURAY 

Special to Art & Sol 
OURAY-Weehawken Company Dance is excited to offer "The Jungle Book" dance performance on May 13. Featuring around 30 
company dancers, the show will follow the storyline of the Disney original film. Artistic Director Natasha Pyeatte says of the show, 
"The Jungle Book is a simple story of a boy's journey, and that is what we hope to accomplish in our performance." The show will 
have a smaller cast than other Weehawken dance performances, and will have a showtime of around 1 hour 20 minutes, including 
an intermission.  "The combination of exotic jungle creatures and upbeat music bring to life the journey of a young boy who learns 
many life lessons while exploring the world around him. Through the unique choreography, the audience will experience the jour-
ney themselves," says Executive Director Ashley King. 
  Weehawken Company is a year long program with more performances, consistent work, solid technique and fun that also allows 
the students more time in the artistic spotlight. This performance is the culmination of the students' work from the year, and will 
be held at 4 pm at the Wright Opera House in Ouray, CO. Tickets are $15 for adults and $8 for students, and can be purchased 
online at www.weehawkenarts.org or by phone at 970-318-0150. 

https://www.facebook.com/MontroseFarmersMarket
https://www.facebook.com/MontroseFarmersMarket
https://www.facebook.com/MontroseFarmersMarket
http://www.weehawkenarts.org/
tel:(970)%20318-0150
http://www.montrose.mobi/
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RELEARNING WORKFORCE MANAGEMENT, LEADING WITH POSITIVITY 

Special to Art & Sol 
DELTA-The Delta County Rock, Gem and 
Mineral Show will be held on June 3, 2017 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heddles Rec-

reation Center, 530 Gunnison River Drive, 
Delta, Colorado.  Feature items will in-
clude lighted mineral and specimen dis-
plays, gold panning, a fluorescent mineral 

display, and educational displays for chil-
dren.  Vendors will have gemstones, jewel-
ry, mineral specimens, cabochons, slabs, 
fossils. Free admission, all ages welcome.   

By Liesl Greathouse 
MONTROSE-In 2016, Elizabeth Brown de-
cided to take her years of working 
‘regular’ jobs that left her burnt out and 
create something that helps business lead-
ers make a greater, more positive impact 
on their entire businesses.  What resulted 
is her work as a leadership coach at Con-
scious Action. 
  What is a leadership coach?  A coach 
specifically is geared around helping cli-
ents to establish goals and work through 
anything that is holding them back from 
achieving those goals.  But a leadership 
coach adds a slight variation on this mod-
el.   
  “I work with people in leadership posi-
tions of businesses or organizations,” 
Brown explained.  “My focus is what 
makes Conscious Action unique. We all 
have personal stories, narratives that we 
have been building and adding to since 
infancy, about who we are and how the 
world works. Unfortunately a lot of those 
stories are negative and sometimes even 
detrimental to our well being. Because 
group culture works top-down in most 
cases, this means that any negative stories 
that the leader of the group is carrying 
tend to get passed down to the others in 
the group in some form or another.”  
  In business, the result of these ‘stories’ 
can be high turnover rates, workplace 
bullying, low work satisfaction, low 
productivity, negative work environments, 
and other ‘personnel’ problems.  “My goal 
as a leadership coach is to help leaders 
identify these negative personal stories, 
work through the underlying issues in-
volved, and change the narrative,” Brown 
said.  “In this way they can lead from a 
place of comfortable authenticity, craft a 
company culture that supports them, their 
employees, their customers, and their 
business goals, and they will be able to 
support the growth of all of their employ-
ees/team members. These changes can 
drastically improve the workplace environ-
ment, productivity, customer satisfaction, 

and often profits as well.” 
  Focusing on helping business 
leaders is something that 
Brown believes has a wide 
ranging impact on our commu-
nity.  “I focus on working with 
leaders because we need 
strong, positive leaders in eve-
ry level of our society,” she 
said.  “So many people spend 
40 hours or more a week at 
work, and the quality of that 
environment and the interac-
tions they have there affect 
the rest of their lives as well as 
the lives of their families, 
eventually filtering out through the entire 
community. I believe that positive leader-
ship in business is a great way to impact 
every part of our community for the 
better.” 
  One thing that Brown helps people un-
derstand is the important difference be-
tween a coach and a consultant.  “Most 
consultants have a system they want you 
to follow that they believe will help you 
achieve specific results,” she explained.  
“As a coach, my goal is to help you find 
the leadership style and business culture 
that are authentic and productive for you. 
I have a general structure that provides a 
more efficient way of finding and working 
through your negative stories, but the 
outcome is determined entirely by you as 
the client. My agenda is to do what I can 
to help ensure your personal and profes-
sional success, as defined by you.” 
  Besides her main one-on-one coaching, 
Brown is working on a self-led class for 
people to move through at their own 
pace.  She will also be offering group clas-
ses so she can reach more people at one 
time.  For people interested in learning 
more about what she does, she offers a 
free one-hour consultation.  Contact her 
to set up an appointment. 
  With the variety of people she works 
with, in so many different situations, her 
favorite part comes down to when each 

client ‘gets’ it.  “It’s seeing that ‘Aha’ mo-
ment when they realize what has been 
holding them back, where it comes from, 
and how to change it,” Brown said.  “This 
is huge, because it's the turning point, the 
moment when they take control and start 
making lasting changes that will impact 
the rest of their lives. After that I get to 
see them making progress towards their 
goals and settling into the leaders they 
were born to be, which looks different for 
everyone. But that moment of realization 
is always the same, and I always love to 
see it.” As to her ‘why’ for what she does, 
Brown loves not only helping her clients 
become better leaders, but also seeing the 
wide ranging results that come from that 
shift.  “Making a positive, lasting contribu-
tion to the world is very important to me,” 
she said.  “When I help someone become 
the best leader they can be, create a posi-
tive and productive working environment, 
and gain the skills and knowledge to foster 
that same growth and learning in others, I 
know that I have contributed to a positive 
chain reaction that will continue long after 
my working relationship with that client is 
complete. In this way, I can help make the 
world a better place, and I can't think of 
anything else I'd rather spend my working 
life doing.” 
  For more information, call 964-3136 or 
visit www.conscious-action.com 

Leadership coach Elizabeth Brown. Courtesy photo. 

DELTA COUNTY ROCK, GEM & MINERAL SHOW RETURNS JUNE 3  

file:///C:/Users/Caite/Downloads/www.conscious-action.com
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MIRROR IMAGES...AN AUTHOR’S AFFAIR 

Photos by Gail Marvel. 
MONTROSE-The afternoon of May 6 the Sec-
ond Annual Author’s Affair sponsored by the 
Montrose County Historical Society was held 
in the Centennial Room at Centennial Plaza. 
The event offered citizens an opportunity to 
purchase books and visit with local authors.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & NATURE 

 

FOREST SERVICE CONTINUES ACTIVE TREATMENT OF BARK BEETLES 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-The Grand Mesa, Uncom-
pahgre and Gunnison National Forests, 
Ouray and Norwood Ranger Districts, have 
been actively treating bark beetle infesta-
tions this spring. For the sixth year, har-
vesting of dead and dying beetle-infested 
trees has been completed in the Amphi-
theater Campground and the in the Na-
gache day use area near Ouray.  
 The wood has been cut and stacked along 
the Amphitheater road, in the Nagache 
Day-use area, and in the campground for 
persons with a valid Forest Service fuel-
wood permit to remove prior to the Me-
morial Day weekend. The gate into the 
area is anticipated to open on Friday May 
12. 
  Additional work that has occurred in-
cludes placing “bubble-caps” on trees in 
the Amphitheater area and along the Jud 
Wiebe Trail near Telluride. 
  The bubble-caps are visible and members 
of the public are asked to leave them un-
disturbed and not to remove them from 
trees in order for them to work and help 
prevent further infestation. 

  Bark beetles and other insects communi-
cate using pheromones. The bubble-caps 
contain MCH which is a naturally-
occurring chemical compound that mimics 
the bark beetles’ anti-aggregate phero-
mones that communicate to bark beetles 
that there is “no vacancy” in the surround-
ing trees in an area.  
  Beetles seeking a new tree to attack be-
come confused and fly around longer 
looking for a tree to attack. Thus, the bee-
tles use more energy flying around and 
are less successful in attacking new trees. 
MCH is environmentally safe and non-
toxic to humans, pets and birds. However, 
the MCH bubble-caps are only effective on 
the Douglas-fir bark beetle and protecting 
Douglas-fir trees.  
  The majority of visibly dead trees around 
the Ouray area are white fir trees and 
mortality is caused primarily by the fir 
engraver beetle. 
   Unfortunately, scientists have not been 
able to develop a similar means to suc-
cessfully mimic the MCH approach for 
other bark beetle species (i.e. spruce bee-
tle and fir engraver beetle). 

MCH bubble-caps attached on a Douglas-fir 
along the Jud Wiebe Trail above Telluride. 
Courtesy photo. 

LOVE LOCAL HISTORY? VOLUNTEER @ THE MONTROSE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-Are you looking for some volunteer work for the summer, but want the time to be flexible?  Do you want to learn what 
happens behind the scenes of the museum, create an exhibit, research a family history request from the beginning or introduce 
visitors to our unique history?  Montrose County Historical Museum, 21 N. Rio Grande, is just the location for you. If you would like 
more information please contact Sally at 249-2085, or sign up for orientation on May 9 at 10 am. 

http://www.montrose.mobi/
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & CULTURE 

SHERBINO THEATER COMPANY PRESENTS MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-Sherbino Theater Company, 
Ridgway’s newest community theater 
group, is honored to present their original 
adaptation of Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail.  Being described as an ‘old school’ 
twist on the cult classic, the Sherbino The-
ater Company performs their variation for 
three nights on May 18th, 19th and 20th, 
with all shows beginning at 7:30pm.  Sue 
Husch, Sherbino board member and presi-
dent, not only touches on the nostalgia 
and somewhat ‘cult following,’ associated 
with Monty Python and the Holy Grail, but 
also speaks to her excitement surrounding 
the upcoming show at the theater.  “No 
matter where you are, when you say the 

words Monty Python, people smile!  And, 
they can usually give you at least one 
quote….so I am really excited the Sherbino 
is hosting Ridgway’s own version of Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail for three nights 
at the Sherbino.”   Entry each night is do-
nation based, with all donations collected 
being used to offset production costs, 
such as, administrative fees and set de-
sign. Director Kathleen O’Mara is spirited 
as she reflects on her experiences of di-
recting the inaugural production of Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail and working 
with the actors/actresses of the Sherbino 
Theater Company.   “It has been a de-
lightful experience working with these 
actors on this production of Monty Python 

and the Holy Grail.  The joy of play and the 
fun in creating this story has been a pleas-
ure."   Seventeen actors and actresses 
make up the cast of Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail:   James Bingham, Athena 
Budge, Jamie Coulter, Shannon Dean, Had-
ley Gallen, Kat Govan, Melissa Johnson, 
Ashley King-Grambley, Johnny Lee, Mar-
tha McKenney, Marti O’Leary, Patrick 
O’Leary, Jasmine Oeinck, Gwen Silvestre, 
Andrea Sokolowski, Dylan H. Thomas, and 
Judy Yeo.  Under the direction of Kathleen 
O'Mara, and set design by Ellen Lockhart 
and Sara Doehrman, Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail on the Sherbino stage ‘NI’ED 
not be missed. **Please note, this produc-
tion does contains some adult content.  

http://www.scottsprinting.com/
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & RECREATION 

CPW SEEKS HELP FROM ANTLER COLLECTORS IN GUNNISON BASIN 

Special to Art & Sol 
GUNNISON– Because of the difficult win-
ter in the Gunnison Basin this year, antler 
collecting was delayed by two months; 
public lands will open again to “shed hunt-
ers” on Tuesday, May 16. 
   To help Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
better evaluate the effects of the winter 
on deer and elk, the agency is asking col-
lectors to keep an eye out for carcasses of 
those species, explained J Wenum, area 
wildlife manager in Gunnison. Because 
there could be hundreds of collectors in 
the field, they will cover a lot of terrain 
and what they see could provide useful 
data to CPW biologists. 
   Specifically, CPW wants to know about 
clusters of more than three carcasses 
found in close proximity. Information on 
more remote areas – spots away from the 
bait line locations – will also be helpful.  
   “It’s not unusual to see a few carcasses 
together, but if there are more than that 
concentrated in one area that’s something 
we’d like to take a look at,” Wenum said. 
“Any information people can provide us 
will help with follow-up work.” 
   The most useful data will include: GPS 

locations if possible, species (deer or elk), 
the animals’ sex (if apparent), relative 
size/age of the animal (adult or sub-adult), 
the number in an area, and whether the 
carcasses are close together or scattered. 
   “Cell phone or other photographs would 
be greatly appreciated,” explained 
Wenum. 
   Because of deep snow this winter, CPW 
used specially formulated food pellets to 
“bait” deer away from U.S. Highway 50. 
Baiting spread the animals out over a wide 
area, which is seen by CPW staff as im-
portant.  
  Concentrating animals can set up condi-
tions for the spread of diseases, change 
animal behavior and have a variety of un-
intended consequences. 
    “The decision to bait allowed us to re-
duce road-kill and gave CPW the flexibility 
to respond to unpredictable winter condi-
tions,” explained Wenum. “We certainly 
had some help from Mother Nature when 
the weather warmed up in early March. 
But we developed a plan and accom-
plished the objectives we set out to 
achieve.” 
   Antler collectors are reminded to be 

respectful and not disturb animals while in 
the field. Consider leaving your pets at 
home. If you do bring dogs, keep them 
close to you and on a leash. 
   Also, it is recommended never to touch 
carcasses because of the possible pres-
ence of bacteria, fleas and ticks. Wear 
clothing that keeps you fully covered and 
inspect yourself for fleas and ticks after-
ward. 
   The information can be called into the 
Gunnison wildlife office at 970-641-7060, 
reports can also be made during regular 
business hours at the office located at 300 
W. New York Avenue in Gunnison.  

Courtesy image Colorado Parks & Wildlife. 

 

http://www.montrosehospital.com/
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ANNA SCOTTI OF CALIFORNIA WINS 20TH ANNUAL FISCHER PRIZE 

Special to Art & Sol 
TELLURIDE … The Telluride Institute’s Talk-
ing Gourds Poetry Program announced 
that North Hollywood poet Anna Scotti’s 
“Tanager” has won the $1000 Fischer 
Prize. 

  In addition to her poetry, Anna Scotti is a 
writer, editor, teacher and public speaker 
who was recently awarded the Orlando 
Prize for Short Fiction. “Tanager” also re-
ceived the Pocataligo Prize for Poetry 
(Yemassee) in 2013. Her work was select-
ed for Best of Ohio 2014, and appears in 
recent issues of The Comstock Review, 
Chautauqua, Crab Creek Review, and The 
Los Angeles Review. Her website is 
www.annakscotti.com. 
  “Here is a prose poem that works beauti-
fully, which is rare,” said judge Chris Ran-
sick, former Denver Poet Laureate current-
ly living on the Oregon Coast. “The poet 
has eschewed one key tool -- the line 
break -- and in place of that wielded pre-
cise imagery, musicality, insistent rhythm, 
surprise, and delight.” 
  And in naming Scotti’s piece the winner, 
Ransick added, “The poem is deceptively 
complex, unfolding the narrative back-
ward as the poem moves forward and 
doing what is perhaps most difficult in any 
poem: expertly plying the thin edge of just 
enough information so that the poem 
opens through its subtle movements. The 

speaker’s voice is confident, compassion-
ate, angry, elegant . . . so complex in tone 
yet utterly clear and in control of its instru-
ment.” 
  Ransick noted that “all of the finalists’ 
poems were excellent; this is the one I 
wanted to read again and again, and after 
each reading, to pause in the glow it left.” 
  Five finalists were each awarded $200 
cash prizes.: Anne Valley-Fox’s “Because 
the Road Rises to Meet their Feet,” Jen-
nifer Rane Hancock’s “St. Mary’s Orphan-
age: Galveston Island, September 
8, 1900,” George Perreault’s “Mr. Richard-
son’s Nails,” Helen Stevens Chinitz’s “After 
Hearing Ellen Read Tarfia Faizullah,” and 
James Crews’ “My Father Asks for One 
Last Thing.” 
  The award ceremony will take place Fri-
day, May 19th, as part of the annual Tellu-
ride Literary Arts Festival. Currently Jen-
nifer Rane Hancock, George Perreault and 
possibly Helen Chinitz are planning to 
attend the event and read their winning 
poems. For more info, visit telluridel-
itfest.weebly.com or talk-
inggourds.weebly.com. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: POETRY 

Anna Scotti. Courtesy photo. 

SHAKESPEARE PROJECT CONTINUES TO ENCHANT, EDUCATE 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-There is magic and mischief between mortals and the faerie kingdom in Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's 
Dream," performed by the Shakespeare Project at Centennial Middle School May 4. Courtesy photos by Jeffra Walter.  
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Special to Art & Sol 
REGIONAL-Congratulations to this year’s 
San Miguel Power Association (SMPA), Tri-
State, and Basin Electric scholarship recipi-
ents. SMPA is proud to award the follow-
ing scholarships to deserving graduating 
seniors within the co-op’s service territo-
ry: 
Norwood High School: 
Amber Padgett SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Devyn Rummel Basin Electric $1000 Schol-
arship 
Ethan Barnes SMPA $2000 Vocational 
Scholarship 
Nucla High School: 
Carlie Wytulka SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Paradox Valley Charter School: 
Deanna Basulto SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Ouray High School: 
Jordan Leo SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Ridgway High School: 

Henry Benasutti SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Silverton High School: 
Hannah DeKay SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Telluride High School: 
Emma Spaulding SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
Tyler Jansen Tri-State $500 Scholarship 
Kenzie Zaumseil Tri-State $500 Scholar-
ship 
Telluride Mountain School: 
Gregorio Osha  SMPA $2000 Scholarship 
  “Every year we have an amazing group of 
students apply for our scholarships, and 
this year was no exception,” said SMPA 
CEO and General Manager, Brad Zaporski. 
“San Miguel Power sends out our thanks 
and appreciation to the parents and 
teachers in our service territory for their 
hard work shaping our future genera-
tions.” 
  SMPA awarded $20,000 in scholarships 
this year to help local students pursue 

higher education.  
  SMPA awarded one $2,000 SMPA schol-
arship to a graduating senior from each 
local high school, (including public, charter 
and private schools) two $500 Tri-State 
scholarships, and one $1,000 Basin Elec-
tric Scholarship, as well as  a $2000 Voca-
tional Scholarship, dedicated to students 
planning to pursue career training after 
high school.   
  The scholarships are awarded based on 
overall academic performance, communi-
ty involvement, student need, and the 
students’ own writings.  
 The scholarship recipients were selected 
from a blind evaluation by a volunteer 
committee.  
  This committee selflessly commits their 
time and effort to evaluate applications 
thoroughly and fairly.  SMPA expresses 
our sincere thanks to these volunteers. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & EDUCATION 

SAN MIGUEL POWER ANNOUNCES 2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-On Friday, May 5, Centen-
nial Middle School was awarded 
$5,000 to purchase Apple hardware 
that will allow students to seamlessly 
produce the daily school news by cre-
ating, writing, filming and editing con-
tent to inform other students about 
classes and events at school. Students 
will also create ads for use in school 
social media feeds to promote VIP 
school and community events and pro-
duce talk shows to introduce new edu-
cational topics. Teacher Jackie Schnei-
der (at left) was given the award for 
her Yearbook Class. Centennial also 
received its banner as a Colorado 
School to Watch. Following presenta-
tions, students demonstrated CREW 
games that teach them to work to-
gether. 

CENTENNIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HONORED, AWARDED $5K IN 

CENTURY LINK GRANT FUNDS 
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes 

CALIFORNIA POET TAKES FISCHER PRIZE 

ANNA SCOTTI … Southern California poet 
Anna Scotti won this year’s 20TH Annual 
Fischer Prize with her poem “Tanager.” 
There were over 600 entries from all over 
the country – doubling the size of the con-
test, and honoring both former poet/
lawyer Mark Fischer and his artist/
politician wife Elaine Fischer … Since 
Scotti’s piece is a prose poem, it appears 
as the column’s next item … “Here is a 
prose poem that works beautifully, which 
is rare,” said judge Chris Ransick, former 
Denver Poet Laureate currently living in 
Newport, Oregon. “The poet has es-
chewed one key tool -- the line break -- 
and in place of that wielded precise im-
agery, musicality, insistent rhythm, sur-
prise, and delight. The poem is deceptive-
ly complex, unfolding the narrative back-
ward as the poem moves forward and 
doing what is perhaps most difficult in any 
poem: expertly plying the thin edge of just 
enough information so that the poem 
opens through its subtle movements. The 
speaker’s voice is confident, compassion-
ate, angry, elegant . . . so complex in tone 
yet utterly clear and in control of its in-
strument.” Ransick noted that “all of the 
finalists’ poems were excellent; this is the 
one I wanted to read again and again, and 
after each reading, to pause in the glow it 
left.” 
 
TANAGER … There are people who spend 
this pink hour of dawn walking the perim-
eters of skyscrapers in Houston, never 
looking up, gathering birds that have 
crashed against the great walls of mir-
rored windows, bewildered by all this 
broken sky and endless squares of cloud.  
And there is a Texas man who crosses to 
Matamoros every morning, stacks of fly-
ers on the cracked seat beside him: La has 
visto? Missing seven years. They are never 
coming back, the girl, the years, they are 
never coming back, the flocks that once 
darkened the plain wide skies like purple 
clouds, but there are goldfinch, and war-
blers, and martins tucked in every tree, 
nature’s secret, until their desperate hal-
lelujah at the orange edge of dawn.  Some 

of the birds are dead and some will die on 
folded towels in boxes tucked beneath 
desks or in car trunks, old women’s tears 
wetting the broken beaks, the perfect 
feathers, but a few will be released to 
wing again into the treacherous sky. Now 
the wayward daughter dances for a slab-
faced man whose fists bristle with folded 
dollars, or she washes laundry for beans 
and oranges, or she has lain at the bottom 
of a rocky ravine since the morning of the 
slammed door, since her father’s words 
were spoken; that can’t be undone.  But 
here a scarlet-throated bird is cupped in a 
man’s rough palm, a thick finger strokes 
its bright breast, and in response, a trem-
bling. 
 
NORWOOD POST OFFICE … The Ah Haa 
School of the Arts teamed up with the 
Norwood School and the U.S. Post Office 
in Norwood to do a community art project 
last week. Visiting artist Steve Wood of 
Concrete Couch in Colorado Springs – 
who’s responsible for public art pieces in 
Telluride and Naturita – worked with John 
Hubbard, Norwood School’s shop teacher, 
as well as various students and their par-
ents, to create wall murals and begin re-
designing the post office’s front yard … “It 
really came out looking good,” said volun-
teer helper Marty Schmalz of Ed Joe Draw 
… For four days Wood and Hubbard 
worked with various classes during school 
hours and volunteers in the afternoon to 
create the artwork, re-set a flagstone walk 
and replace failing timber sections of the 
front fence (where a several good-sized 
grubs came worming their way out of the 
rotting wood – which the kids found fasci-
nating) … While work continues on tree-
planting, tree-trimming and replanting 
flowers, the mural images and signs are 
up. And they look good. 
 
GOVERNOR’S AWARDS … The Western 
Slope scored big in this year’s Governor’s 
Creative Leadership Awards. Long-time 
arts activist Maryo Ewell of Gunnison was 
honored, along with award-winning poet, 
Adams State professor and Antonito 

Mayor Aaron Abeyta. Both received the 
award at a Colorado Creative Industries 
award luncheon in Breckenridge May 5th.  
 

THE TALKING GOURD 

 

Weird 
 

We are not weird. 
You are not weird. 

They are weird. 
 

California is weird. 
Dreamcatchers are weird. 

We live in New York. 
We catch our own dreams. 

 
Liberals and their socialist ideas are 

weird. 
Poetry is weird. 

We pull ourselves up by our bootstraps 
Reagan is our poetry. 

 
Vegetarians are weird, vegans are 

weirder. 
Pot is weird, pot is bad. 

We eat sausage, three meals a day. 
We drink wine, three times a day. 

 
We are normal. 
You are normal. 

 

We do not make mistakes in love. 
We choose our partners wisely. 

 
We do not wear used clothes. 

We accumulate at the mall. 
 

We do not make art. 
We make money. 

 
And, we do not lose our way. 

We follow the path. 
 

I tried normal  
Turns out, they were wrong,  

I am weird. 

 
-Allison Snyder 

Telluride 
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes 

Clockwise from top left: Steve Wood 
helping teach kids how to crack rock 
for pathway; Steve Wood leading kids 
in mural making at the Norwood Post 
Office; Post Office murals made by the 
students with the help of Steve Wood 
and John Hubbard (photos by Art 
Goodtimes). Below right is Aaron 
Abeyta receiving Governor's Award at 
Colorado Creative Industries award 
luncheon in Breckenridge (photo by 
Jeff Owsley); Maryo Ewell with her 
Governor's Award for Creative Leader-
ship (courtesy photo). 
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QUEEN OF THE NIGHT & A MOZART LISTENING GUIDE  

This listening guide will deal with the 

most quintessential composer of the clas-
sical period, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
The music of Mozart is equally at home on 
the concert stage or in the background of 
a Saturday morning cartoon. The composi-
tions that will be discussed in this article 
are those that are very familiar to any-
body who has taken piano lessons and 
anybody who has gone to a movie in a 
theatre. The music borders on the cliché 
but each is a strong stand-alone piece that 
will also be in the hands and minds of mu-
sic scholars, performers, and historians.  
  Mozart passed away while he was in the 
midst of composed his Requiem, K. 626 in 
1791 at the age of 35. The Confutatis & 
Lacrimosa section is ominous like rolling 
thunder. Waves of sound emanate from 
the orchestra and more specifically from 
the low strings. A punch-roll-punch-roll 
effect dominates as the full chorus enters. 
The sound may be ominous and dark but 
it is immediately catchy as if Mozart knew 
how to use a “hook”as is often found in 
modern pop songs. The dark pounding 
immediately turns to music that is soft at 
angelic a mere 0:22 into the piece. A brief 
respite from soprano male voices makes it 
known that this is a piece of mourning and 
remembrance. This calm interlude does 
not last and at the 0:34 mark we are once 
again met with the orchestral and choral 
sounds that began the piece. The musical 
whiplash returns from 0:58-1:30 until the 
feel of the composition turns into a break 
for both the orchestra and chorus. It is as 
if the collective ensemble is taking a pause 
to reflect and to catch their breath for 
things to come. A gradual increase in ten-
sion and sound begins at 2:48 and contin-
ues 6:22 when the piece begins its final 
crushing notes to come to a conclusion 
that leaves the listener unsettled despite 
the full resolution of the composition that 
clearly defines its ending with a IV-I 
“plagal” or “Amen” cadence. 

  Those of us who took piano lessons into 
our high school years no doubt heard or 
played the 3rd movement of the Piano 
Sonata No. 11 in A major. This movement 
is better known as rondo alla turca or the 
Turkish rondo. Flashbacks from lessons 
and recitals begin as soon as the first note 
is played. Visions of practicing, screwing 
things up, and repeated attempts at the 
brief runs will flood your memory.  The 
first musical phrase lasts until 0:31 when it 
shifts just a small amount while still main-
taining the feel of the opening measures. 
At the 0:44 mark that clunky transition 
occurs where the left hand really gets 
busy with big chords in the bass. The mel-
ody is just a bit lighter in the right hand 
and repeats itself leading up to those nas-
ty runs in the right hand that begin at the 
1:00 point. How much time was spent in 
the attempt to master all of these notes? 
It is unlikely that a lot of time was put in 
and the end result was nothing like that 
offered by this recording’s soloist Andras 
Schiff.  
  There is a full forty-one seconds of this 
madness until we blissfully  reach an end-
ing and return to the clunky left-handed 
chords that we first heard at 0:44. The 
movement repeats itself from the begin-
ning at 1:58 until a transition occurs at 
2:41 where the clunky section is now al-
tered so that there is a grace note preced-
ing the first note of the melody. A grace 
note is a quick blip of sound that precedes 
a full-note and is not counted in the num-
ber of beats within a measure. This sound 
is just vaguely baroque in style and adds 
some color and frill to an otherwise very 
straightforward piece of piano music. This 
final movement comes to a very classical 
ending as we can hear and sense the end-
ing approach with three concluding 
chords.  
  The opera Die Zauberflote or The Magic 
Flute offers woodland creatures that in-
clude a talking bird, mysticism, mystery, 

and virtuosic music.  
  The vocal highlight is the short but fero-
cious aria sung by The Queen of the Night 
that is called Der Holle Rache kocht in 
meinem Herzen (Hell’s Vengeance boils in 
my Heart) and offers a series of ridiculous-
ly high notes that pierce the audience’s 
ears with their intensity.  
  The craziness starts at 0:41 with a series 
of notes (ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-hahhh…….ha-
ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-hahhhh) that soar into the 
stratosphere of the female soprano voice. 
The soloist in this recording is Joan Suther-
land who most likely was able to sing this 
aria while tying her shoes. She was a phe-
nomenal artist who used this piece as a 
quick and easy warm-up.  
  The Queen of the Night just sounds really 
pissed off at 1:28 and the listener feels as 
if she is pointing a finger directly at you 
and chewing you out for something you 
have done or have to do. You may be in-
nocent but you WILL listen to her.  
  Those notes, those high piercing and 
amazing notes start over at 2:05 and lead 
us towards the conclusion of the aria. The 
Queen of the Night has made her point 
and has amazing the listener with un-
matched vocal skill.  
  Recording: The Glory of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart London Records 417 201
-2. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & EDUCATION 

UVEA SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

Special to Art & Sol 
REGIONAL-The Uncompahgre Valley Edu-
cation Association, the local teachers’ un-
ion, is proud to award a $500.00 scholar-
ship to one Olathe senior and $500.00 
scholarship to one Montrose senior who 
wish to attend college and pursue a de-

gree in the field of education. 
  (Photo at left) Vanessa Neely, daughter 
of Myra and Roger Neely, was selected as 
the Olathe recipient for the 2017 Uncom-
pahgre Valley Education Association 
(UVEA) scholarship award.   
  Vanessa plans to attend Colorado Mesa 

University this fall and ultimately earn a 
Masters Degree in Special Needs Educa-
tion.   
  Pictured are UVEA Scholarship Com-
mittee representative, Judy Jacobs, Roger 
Neely, Vanessa Neely, and Myra Neely. 
  (Photo at right) Riley Freeland, son of 
John and Karmen Freeland, was selected 
as the Montrose recipient for the 2017 
Uncompahgre Valley Education Associa-
tion (UVEA) scholarship award.   
  Riley plans to attend Concordia Universi-
ty in Nebraska this fall and major in Physi-
cal Education at the Secondary Level.  Pic-
tured from the left:  John Freeland, Riley 
Freeland, Karmen Freeland, and UVEA 
Scholarship Committee representative, 
James Scarry. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/J-M-Photography-325094547586549/about/?ref=page_internal
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & RECREATION 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & NON-PROFITS 

HOPEWEST CELEBRATES GALA VOLUNTEERS 

Special to Art & Sol 
GRAND JUNCTION-Entering the ballroom 
at Two Rivers Convention Center to Dale 
Chihuly-like flowers suspended from the 
ceiling and greenery dispersed throughout 
the room is partly what made this year’s 
HopeBlooms Gala another memorable 
community event. Beyond the vibrant 
decor and finely met details, what is even 
more awe-inspiring is the great deal of 
creativity and dedication displayed by 
HopeWest’s gala volunteers.   
  “Our gala volunteers truly demonstrate 
compassion and devotion to HopeWest’s 

mission—their efforts have improved the 
lives of many and that is always worth 
celebrating,” said Debbie Horwitz, Vice 
President of Development at HopeWest. 
  This year’s volunteers played an invalua-
ble role in the commitment of more than 
3,000 hours used to create the 
HopeBlooms Gala.  
  While the funds from these events sup-
port a serious cause, HopeWest gala vol-
unteers would agree that being a part of 
the planning and execution of this event is 
rewarding. 
  “Time is very valuable and I think spend-

ing my time as a volunteer and the 
amount of joy that I receive is well worth 
it,” said Laura Lenhardt, HopeBlooms Gala 
Volunteer. 
  It’s no secret that the HopeWest devel-
opment team depends on the skills and 
collaboration of all 130 gala volunteers. 
This year, volunteers spent hours assem-
bling party favors, creating signs, prepar-
ing the auction tables and items, and dec-
orating the venue to transform it into a 
magical setting. “Our vision was to recre-
ate the Bellagio and I’d say we accom-
plished that,” said Lenhardt. “Each year, 
our goal is to create an experience to awe 
our guests. When you consider the funds 
we are able to raise for a gala in a commu-
nity our size—it’s unbelievable.” 
  The HopeBlooms Gala theme and deco-
rations were not only displayed at the 
Grand Junction gala, but will also be the 
focal point of galas held in Delta, Mont-
rose and Plateau Valley. 
“The impact these volunteers have on our 
community goes far beyond painting flow-
ers or arranging centerpieces,” said Hor-
witz.  
  “To me, what’s most inspiring is why they 
give their time to HopeWest. Whether it’s 
to ensure that families will have access to 
hospice care or to show grieving children 
that they are not alone—HopeWest simp-
ly could not provide these services with-
out the hard work and heart of each and 
every volunteer.” 

This year’s volunteers played an invaluable role in the commitment of more than 
3,000 hours used to create the HopeBlooms Gala. Courtesy photo. 
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MIRROR IMAGES...TRAVELERS’ SHARE 

Montrose Mirror reader Erica Lewis 
Kennedy sent us these photos from a 
trip to Butchart Gardens in Victoria, 
BC this past week. Submit your trav-
el photos 
to editor@montrosemirror.com  

mailto:editor@montrosemirror.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: ARTS & RECREATION 

PUT DOWN YOUR PHONE, WATCH OUT FOR BIKERS 

Special to Art & Sol 
DENVER – Thousands of children across 
Colorado will be strapping on helmets and 
filling up bike racks for the sixth annual 
National Bike to School Day May 10.    
  Nearly one hundred schools across the 
state and more than 1,500 schools around 
the country are participating.  
   “This year’s participation in Bike to 
School Day is as exciting as ever,” said 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) Safe Routes to School Program 
Manager Leslie Feuerborn.   
  “Support for events across Colorado from 
Campo to Carbondale and Salida to Ster-
ling and all along the Front Range is inspir-
ing, and we couldn’t be more pleased with 
how many communities and families are 
coming together to promote safe bicycling 
to school on this one day.” 
  May also is National Bike Month.  Stu-
dents, along with parents, teachers and 
community leaders, will be bicycling or 
walking to and from school throughout 
the month so drivers are encouraged to be 

extra cautious.   
  Distracted driving is a common cause of 
crashes so motorists are urged to put 
down their cell phone, keep their eyes on 
the road and watch for children near road-
ways. 
   Bike to School events are designed to 
create safer routes for bicycling and walk-
ing, and emphasize the importance of in-
creasing physical activity among children, 
cyclist and pedestrian safety, traffic con-
gestion, concern for the environment and 
building connections between families, 
schools and the broader community. 
   In addition, these events can help en-
courage communities to implement policy 
or engineering changes that make it safer 
to walk and bike to school.  
  In 2016, nearly 70 percent of the organiz-
ers said their event led to planned, or al-
ready completed, policy or engineering 
changes. 
 CDOT encourages schools and parents to 
remind their students about riding safely 
to and from school. 

·         Protect your brain – helmet up on 
every ride 
·         Do a bike ABC Quick Check (Air, 
Brakes, Cranks and Chain) 
·         Be visible, wear bright clothes 
·         Stick to your planned route to and 
from school 
·         Ride in the same direction as traffic 
when on the street 
·         Look left, right, and left again before 
crossing the street 
·         Use hand signals when stopping or 
turning 
·         Be extra careful by driveways, park-
ing lots, and intersections 
·         Parents and children should practice 
the safe route to school before Bike to 
School Day 
   Bike to School Day builds on the popular-
ity and success of Walk to School Day, 
celebrated across the country – and the 
world – each October. 
   For additional information, please con-
tact Leslie Feuerborn at (303) 757.9088 or 
email at leslie.feuerborn@state.co.us 

CANYON CREEK B&B HOSTS COMEDY NIGHT MAY 13 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-In keeping with their five-year 
tradition, Canyon Creek Bed & Breakfast 
hosts Laff Inn comedy Night May 13, with 
Headliner Wayne Francis and comedian 
Adrianne Chalepah.  
  Chalepah  is an American Indian (Kiowa/
Apache) entertainer from Anadarko, Okla-
homa. While attending Fort Lewis College 
(Durango, CO) she made her stage debut 
and studied journalism, film-making, and 
American Indian Studies.  
  In 2009 she graduated Magna Cum Laude 
and in 2010 her comedy career took off 
when she teamed up with the popular 
comedy troupe "49 Laughs Comedy". 
Since then, Chalepah's performances have 

gained recognition, landing her features in 
magazines and on television. 
  In 2012, she was honored to open up for 
the First Lady Michelle Obama.  
This month’s headliner Wayne Francis 
began his career at age ten by sending a 
dime to an ad in a comic book. 
  Since then, Francis has played shows 
from coast to coast, and opened for acts 
including: Smothers Brothers, Drew Cary, 
Roseanne, George Lopez, Fabulous Thun-
derbirds, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, America, 
Blue Angels and the Bushes Baked Beans 
dog.  
Buy tickets on line 
at www.canyoncreek.eventbrite.com or at 
the door! 

Comedian Adrianne Chalepah will perform 
@ Canyon Creek B&B May 13. Courtesy 
photo. 

tel:%28303%29%20757.9088
mailto:leslie.feuerborn@state.co.us
http://www.canyoncreek.eventbrite.com/
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Hold the Date! Upcoming Business and Cultural Events 

APRIL ONGOING-  
NOW - JUNE 26, ONLINE REGISTRATION OPEN 
Artists’ Alpine Holiday 57th Annual Juried Art Exhibit 
Categories: Oil/Acrylic, Watercolor, Drawing & Printmaking, Pastel, Mixed Media, Sculpture, Photography and a Student Division. All entries will 
be eligible for Best in Show ($500) and each category will have awards for first ($400), second ($200) and third ($100) place. Show will be held at 
Ouray Community Center, July 27 - Aug. 5, 2017. Go to ourayarts.org for more information and to register! 
OURAY MUSEUM-The Ouray County Historical Society Museum is now Open for Spring Season. April 13 - May 14 - Thursday through Saturday 10 
am - 4:30 PM. Further inquiries please contact 970-325-4576 , Email: ochs@ouraynet.com or visit our website: ouraycountyhistoricalsociety.org. 
MONTROSE SENIOR CENTER LUNCH & LEARN: $3 lunch& Learn, admission to program, is free. Lunch $5. Legal advice clinic May 11, Reflexology 
May 15. 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL, non-profit organization, was founded and introduced to the world at a ceremony held at the White House 
on March 1, 1977.  FFI provides opportunities to explore new cultures by bringing people together at the personal level. Friendship Force of west-
ern Colorado’s regular monthly meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Thursday of the month. Meeting location - Red Cross Training Center, 5th and 
Gunnison in Grand Junction, 6:15 p.m  
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE @ THE GALLERY • MUSIC BY YOUTH, Second Saturdays from 7 to 9 p.m. at Healthy Rhythm Community Art Gallery in 
Sampler Square. 
THE ALPINE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets every second Tuesday at St. Mary Catholic Church  in the St Paul Room, 1855 St Mary’s 
Drive,  Montrose. The Public is welcome to attend. For more information, email alpinephotoclub@aol.com. 
FREE JAM SESSION AND SING ALONG, Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Montrose Pavilion Senior Center. 
MONTROSE HISTORICAL MUSEUM-“Montrose County Historical Society Presents” is held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each month in the 
Pioneer Room of Friendship Hall, 1001 N. 2nd St.  The public is invited to free programs based on topics of regional history. For more information 
please call 249-2085. 
MONTHLY- 
May 7-9--Library Book Sale sponsored by the Friends of the Montrose Library.  Hours are Sunday, May 7, noon to 5 p.m.; Friends members only 
from noon to 2:30 (you can join at the sale); open to the public 2:30 - 5 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, May 8-9, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Bag sale 
Tuesday from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.--fill a reusable bag with books for $4.  For information, contact Holly, 240-6028 or holly@hplimited.net. 
May 9-Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Open House for Sharing Ministries Food Bank. Tuesday, May 9th from 10 am to 2 pm. The ribbon cutting will 
start between Noon and 12:15 pm. 
May 17-Peace Officers’ Memorial, Centennial Plaza @10:30 a.m. 
May 18-The Baccalaureate celebration for the Montrose High School Class of 2017 is at 7 pm,  Thursday, May 18, at Grace Community 
Church, 16731 Woodgate Rd., 249-7887. 
May 20--The 42nd Annual Black Canyon Ascent sponsored by the San Juan Mountain Runners takes place on Saturday, May 20.  The race starts at 
the junction of US Hwy 50 and CO Hwy 347 just east of Montrose, walkers @ 7:30 a.m. and runners @ 8 a.m.  Go to http://www.sjmr.club/  for a 
link to runningguru to register and for more info.  Race day registration is also available 6:30-7:30 a.m. at the start. 
May 20-Montrose Wine & Food Festival, 1pm-4pm at The Bridges. General Admission $50. 
May 20-Obstacles of Life – a 5k obstacle run sponsored by the Center for Mental Health, May 20, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Cerise Park in Mont-
rose. The cost is $25 for adults and $15 for kids 12 and under. Registration: centermh.org. Information booths, food vendors, music and “color.” 
May 21-Healing Harmonies, featuring Dr. Rhonda Parker and Bethany Ward, Montrose United Methodist Church @ 6:30 p.m. 19 South Park Ave-
nue. 
May 27-Montrose Elks Lodge Veterans’ Picnic, 801 South Hillcrest from 2 to 5 p.m., Bingo 5 to 6 p.m. $10 donation. All funds go to the families of 
local veterans. 
June 3-The Delta County Rock, Gem and Mineral Show will be held on June 3, 2017 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heddles Recreation Center, 530 
Gunnison River Drive, Delta, Colorado.  This event is free to the public, and children and adults of all ages are welcome.  Come and enjoy the An-
nual Rock Show. 
June 10-Ties that Bind will be shown at Gallery De La Luz, 128 Palmer St., during the month June, with an artists reception and opening on Satur-
day, June 10, 4-8 p.m. For information: AnnMBarker@hotmail.com.  
June 10-Barn Dance & BBQ, 5:30  @ Antler Ridge, benefit for Warrior Resource Center. Live music by Narrow Gauge, catered by Camp Robber, 
cash bar. For tickets visit www.whafv.org.  
June 14-17-The 2017 San Juan Rural Philanthropy Days Event will be in Montrose, CO June 14-16, 2017 - learn more at www.sanjuanrpd.org . For 
Scholarships Available: Apply by April 7th! For Early Registration at $125 rate: April 3 - 28th.  For Regular Registration at $150 rate: April 29 - May 
31st.  
July 21-23-The 22nd annual Black Canyon Quilt Show, Kaleidoscope of Stars, will take place at the Montrose Pavilion July 21-23, 2017.   Entry 
forms, challenge information, class schedules, and questions can be answered at the web site: www,Black Canyon Quilt Show.com. 
 June 25-Free Concert:Montrose Community Band Free Patriotic Concert: Strike Up the Band. Come and enjoy the music of America. Sunday, June 
25th, 7 p.m., Montrose Pavilion. www.montroseband.com. 
Aug. 7-– Montrose Giving Club at the Bridges of Montrose, 5:30 p.m. Quarterly Giving Club meetings for 2017 are scheduled for Feb. 6, May 1, 
Aug. 7, and Nov. 6, and are open and inclusive to all. For more information contact Hansen @ sue@suehansenspeaks.com or Benziger @ phe-
benator@hotmail.com.  
Nov. 6-– Montrose Giving Club at the Bridges of Montrose, 5:30 p.m. Quarterly Giving Club meetings for 2017 are scheduled for Feb. 6, May 1, 
Aug. 7, and Nov. 6, and are open and inclusive to all. For more information contact Hansen @ sue@suehansenspeaks.com or Benziger @ phe-
benator@hotmail.com.  
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Proud dad Dave Fullerton took these photos last 
week while son A.J. Fullerton was in town for a 
local gig at Horsefly Brewing Co. A.J. and band-
mate/harmonica player Jake Friel enjoyed a 
quick visit to see the sights in Ouray (left). 
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